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League encourages CRTC to review
processes for complaints of defamation
The League submitted a short brief in September to the Canadian Radio Television and
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) for consideration in the Commission’s current review
of many aspects of broadcasting in Canada, including the impact of new technology. The
League encouraged the Commission to review its procedures for addressing complaints about
defamation in the broadcast media.
The League’s submission, available on the “Issues” section of our website, discussed how
changes in technology are changing the Canadian media landscape, and focuses on how such
changes are making it more difficult to enforce any Canadian regulation of broadcast standards.
The League has over 20 years of experience in receiving public complaints about anti-Catholic
bias or defamation in all media. In most cases the League finds that the program or comment
in question, while offensive to many, falls within generally accepted standards of free speech.
In cases where it believes defamation has occurred, it files formal complaints with the CRTC,
or the Canadian Broadcast Standards Council (CBSC), the voluntary industry body that the
CRTC has designated to hear such concerns.
“We have not been satisfied with the results of this process (see examples below), and believe
it would benefit from having complaints handled directly by the CRTC, since as a mandated
body it has the authority to make decisions that are binding,” the CCRL submission noted. “We
are not aware of a single complaint of perceived anti-Christian content in broadcasting that has
ever been resolved in favour of the complainant by the CBSC.

ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULED
Members and guests are invited to
join us Thursday, Nov. 2 at 7 pm for
our annual general meeting.
Following the business portion of
the meeting, the keynote address
will be given by:
Pat O’Brien
Executive Director
Vote Marriage Canada
Mr. O’Brien is the former MP who
left the Liberal party to sit as an
independent because of the
marriage issue.
Business session: 7 pm
Keynote: 8 pm

“We believe a subcommittee of the CRTC could play an important role in administering
standards in many areas of Canadian broadcasting. However, we have volumes of
Continued page 6

PARLIAMENTARY UPDATE

Marriage vote,
life and family issues
expected to emerge
As Parliament resumes, League members await the promised free vote on re-visiting the
legalization of same sex “marriage” brought about over a year ago with the final passage of Bill
C-38. Much of the summer was devoted to personal visits with MPs to encourage their
favourable vote on this question. With our colleagues in the VoteMarriage Canada coalition,
we pointed out that re-visiting the issue is in order for several reasons. Notably, Bill C-38 was
pushed through the House of Commons through the use of closure, denying many MPs the right
to speak. Since then, courts in other jurisdictions, as well as the French National Assembly,
have refused to extend civil marriage to same sex couples, citing the normative rights of
children to two parents of opposite gender, among other reasons. Canadians deserve the
chance to assert these rights.
Continued page 7

St. Michael’s Choir School Auditorium
66 Bond Street, Toronto
(2 blocks East of Queen St. subway
station. Municipal parking lots east on
Shuter St., or north at Bond and
Dundas.)

If possible, please confirm your
attendance by phoning 416-466-8244,
e-mailing ccrl@ccrl.ca, or by faxing this
form to: 416-466-0091

Name
will attend the AGM on Nov. 2.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In our work at the League, we are often asked if anything has really changed over the 20-plus years
that we have been responding to defamation in the media. The short answer would be that news
events involving the Church caused unreasonably vitriolic commentary of an anti-Catholic nature in
the 80s, and usually still do. The more nuanced answer would be that there have been changes that
are good: the Internet and the growth of satellite services have given the consumer a much wider
choice of news sources, as well as entertainment and spiritually uplifting information choices. The
latter include Catholic networks such as EWTN and Canada’s own Salt and Light, to which many of
our members subscribe. E-mail, cell phones and cheaper long distance rates have made it possible for
people to respond much more quickly to events in the news. Some of these changes are discussed at
length in our submission to the CRTC’s review of Canadian broadcasting, as reported on page one.
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By Thomas Langan, KSS
President Emeritus

In some cases the wider range of choices only serves to illustrate that the realities to which the League
was formed to respond have changed very little, except possibly to worsen. Such was the case recently
when Pope Benedict addressed Ontario’s bishops on their ad limina visits about the challenges of
evangelization in our time. His comments took note of such troubling events as the legalization of
same sex “marriage” and abortion on demand, as well as such good things as the network of Catholic
schools and our progress in social justice. We have reprinted the statement on page 4; we think you’ll
agree that the tone is much more Christian than the impression left by most media reports.
Criticism and questioning of the Church’s role in public life is neither new nor, in itself, undesirable.
At one time, reporters and ordinary citizens alike would simply have asked “did you agree with this
statement?” or “what is the context for these remarks” or “what impact might this have?” Today,
however, the typical reaction, explicit or by implication, is “how dare he meddle in Canadian
politics?” or “the Church has no right to take part in secular debates.” Thanks to those e-mails and
telephones noted above, League staff usually get their fill of such sentiments when Church-related
stories make the news. We do our best to respond to the queries of reporters when their questions fall
within our mandate of enriching public debates with Church teachings.
We try to point out deformation of the Church's position wherever possible. A fine example of such
distortion - and how dangerous such distortions can be - is the recent public dissemination of one
sentence, taken out of context in Pope Benedict's lecture at the University of Regensburg. Any one
reading the full excerpt, published in some newspapers as well as on our website, will understand
what the Pope was saying: that no religion worthy of the name can rationally propose spreading the
faith through force. It is true; and it needs to be said. Perhaps this is impossible to present to
“The Muslim street”; but it is certainly possible for rational Western journalists and readers to grasp at
a glance.
Just as Muslim crowds seem unaware of the irony of attempting to demonstrate that Islam is not violent
by bombing a church in Palestine, those who would banish the Church from any role in public life
are typically unaware of the irony when they position their views within “respect for diversity” and
other democratic principles. Some of the wildest criticism comes from lapsed Catholics who can’t deal
with their own guilt. Whatever the cause, the League remains determined to counter such biases with
charity, and with informed, civilized debate.
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP
League chapter protests BC schools decision
VANCOUVER – League members and directors joined hundreds of other protesters at a rally at the
start of the school year to protest the agreement between the Ministry of Education and two
homosexual activists, Murray and Peter Corren. The agreement, which the government signed in April
to resolve a human rights commission complaint with the Correns, gives the Correns the ability to
review and demand changes to substantial portions of the province’s public school curriculum to
make sure it’s “gay-friendly”. The Correns further sought that parents be restricted in their ability to
withdraw their children from classes where such sensitive material is likely to be taught. League
director Ed De Vita read a statement at the rally noting that parents “would be pleased to see the issue
resolved in a way that fully respects our freedom to live and raise our families and educate our
children within our own religious, moral and cultural traditions.”
Archbishop Roussin issued a statement in the BC Catholic underlining the primacy of parents in
directing their children’s education. “There is widespread anxiety that this agreement will not only see
the introduction of material that is in conflict with Catholic teaching on marriage and human sexuality
at the earliest grade levels, but could go so far as to restrict the abilities of parents to determine
whether their children are exposed to this material.
“This would be clearly contrary to the fundamental and non-negotiable right of parents to raise their
family and educate their children. The right of parents to determine how their children receive
instruction on matters of faith and morals is a primary consideration, and anything that puts it at risk
should not go unchallenged. The agreement states that the Ministry of Education will consider public
comments on its draft proposals. It is now up to us to take advantage of that opportunity. Across
British Columbia, thousands of concerned parents and numerous organizations are already working
to assert their rights to oversee their children’s education and keep it from being placed into the hands
of unelected special interest groups. I strongly urge you to become involved, and to contact the
government with your concerns.”
When Peter Corren reacted to the Archbishop’s statement by claiming the Church “has victimized our
society through history,” the League exposed the comment in a press release as an anti-Catholic
slander. The National Post agreed with the League in an editorial, and commented that Corren’s
remarks make him unsuitable for a curriculum review role, since Catholic taxpayers should not be
forced to fund slander against their religion.

New executive elected for Antigonish chapter
Quebec Region
Nicholas Newman
Jean Morse-Chevrier
Maritime Region
C. Joe MacLellan
Patrick Hanlon
Alexander J. MacDonald
Executive Director and Editor
Joanne McGarry
301-46 St. Clair Ave. E..
Toronto, ON M4T 1M9
Tel: (416) 466-8244
Fax: (416) 466-0091
ccrl@ccrl.ca
Civil Rights is the official newsletter of
the Catholic Civil Rights League.
For reprints or additional copies of this
newsletter, please contact the League’s
Toronto office at (416) 466-8244.
To join the Catholic Civil Rights
League see membership form in
newsletter (pg. 7).

ANTIGONISH, N.S. – The League’s local chapter recently elected a new executive as follows:
President: Donald MacLellan, vice president, Tom Roach, secretary-treasurer, Cathy MacDonald, past
presidents Sandy MacDonald, Ernie Currie, Joe MacLellan; and medical advisor Dr. Karen
MacDonald. More than 70 people attended the annual barbecue earlier in the summer. Guest speaker
Father Tom Morley quoted extensively from the Holy Father’s teachings on the totalitarianism of
relativism. Immediate Past President Sandy MacDonald encouraged members to keep a positive
attitude in their work with the League. “Let history record that at this time, in this place, a group of
Catholics was willing to stand up for the truth, stand up for life and stand up for values that recognize
the inherent worth of every human being.”

Windsor chapter sponsors table at Call to Holiness Event
WINDSOR, Ont. – The League’s Windsor-Essex chapter, headed by Bob Baksi, hosted an information
table at the September Call to Holiness Conference at the University of Windsor. Speakers at the
event, which was organized by Canadian Catholic Radio, included Toronto chapter president Lukasz
Petrykowski, Christian broadcaster Michael Coren and Deacon Steve Thomashefski of Catholic
Renewal Ministries. Approximately 80 persons attended.
E-mail ccrl@ccrl.ca or call 416-466-8244 for information about joining or starting a chapter in your
area.
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POPE BENEDICT’S STATEMENT TO BISHOPS OF ONTARIO
Below is the text of the Pope’s
speech to the Bishops of
Ontario Sept. 8 on the
occasion of their ad limina
visit. We are reproducing it
here as it was the subject of
much misleading reporting in
the mainstream press.

Your Eminence,
Dear Brother Bishops,
1. "God is love, and he who
abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in
him" (1Jn 4:16). With
fraternal affection I cordially
welcome you, the Bishops
of Ontario, and I thank
Bishop Smith for the kind
sentiments expressed on your behalf. I warmly reciprocate them and
assure you, and those entrusted to your pastoral care, of my prayers
and solicitude. Your visit ad Limina Apostolorum, and to the successor
of Peter, is an occasion to affirm your commitment to make Christ
increasingly more visible within the Church and society, through joyful
witness to the Gospel that is Jesus Christ himself.
The Evangelist John’s numerous exhortations to abide in the love and
truth of Christ evoke an appealing image of a sure and safe dwelling
place. God first loves us (1 Jn 4:10) and we, drawn towards this gift,
find a resting place where we can "constantly drink anew from the
original source, which is Jesus Christ, from whose pierced heart flows
the love of God" (Deus Caritas Est, 7). Saint John was also compelled
to urge his communities to remain in that love. Already some had been
weakened by the disputes and distractions which eventually lead to
division.
2. Dear Brothers, your own Diocesan communities are challenged to
resonate with the living statement of faith: "we know and believe the
love God has for us" (1 Jn 4:16). These words, which eloquently reveal
faith as personal adherence to God and concurrent assent to the whole
truth that God reveals (cf. Dominus Iesus, 7), can be credibly
proclaimed only in the wake of an encounter with Christ. Drawn by
his love the believer entrusts his entire self to God and so becomes one
with the Lord (cf. 1 Cor 6:17). In the Eucharist this union is
strengthened and renewed by entering into the very dynamic of
Christ’s self-giving so as to share in the divine life: "He who eats my
flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him" (Jn 6:56; cf. Deus
Caritas Est, 13).
L’avertissement de saint Jean demeure cependant toujours actuel.
Dans les sociétés de plus en plus sécularisées, vous en faites vousmêmes l’expérience, l’amour qui jaillit du c?ur de Dieu en direction de
l’humanité peut passer inaperçu ou même être repoussé. En imaginant
que se soustraire à cette relation constitue, d’une manière ou d’une
autre, une solution pour sa propre libération, l’homme devient en fait
étranger à lui-même, parce qu’ "en réalité, le mystère de l’homme ne
s’éclaire vraiment que dans le mystère du Verbe incarné" (Gaudium et
spes, n. 22). Par le peu d’intérêt qu’ils portent à l’amour qui révèle la
plénitude de la vérité de l’homme, de nombreux hommes et femmes
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continuent de s’éloigner de la demeure de Dieu pour vivre dans le
désert de l’isolement individuel, de la fracture sociale et de la perte
d’identité culturelle.
3. Within this perspective, one sees that the fundamental task of the
evangelization of culture is the challenge to make God visible in the
human face of Jesus. In helping individuals to recognize and
experience the love of Christ, you will awaken in them the desire to
dwell in the house of the Lord, embracing the life of the Church. This
is our mission. It expresses our ecclesial nature and ensures that every
initiative of evangelization concurrently strengthens Christian identity.
In this regard, we must acknowledge that any reduction of the core
message of Jesus, that is, the ‘Kingdom of God’, to indefinite talk of
‘kingdom values’ weakens Christian identity and debilitates the
Church’s contribution to the regeneration of society. When believing is
replaced by ‘doing’ and witness by talk of ‘issues’, there is an urgent
need to recapture the profound joy and awe of the first disciples whose
hearts, in the Lord’s presence, "burned within them" impelling them to
"tell their story" (cf. Lk 24:32; 35).
Today, the impediments to the spread of Christ’s Kingdom are
experienced most dramatically in the split between the Gospel and
culture, with the exclusion of God from the public sphere. Canada has
a well-earned reputation for a generous and practical commitment to
justice and peace, and there is an enticing sense of vibrancy and
opportunity in your multicultural cities. At the same time, however,
certain values detached from their moral roots and full significance
found in Christ have evolved in the most disturbing of ways. In the
name of ‘tolerance’ your country has had to endure the folly of the
redefinition of spouse, and in the name of ‘freedom of choice’ it is
confronted with the daily destruction of unborn children. When the
Creator’s divine plan is ignored the truth of human nature is lost.
False dichotomies are not unknown within the Christian community
itself. They are particularly damaging when Christian civic leaders
sacrifice the unity of faith and sanction the disintegration of reason and
the principles of natural ethics, by yielding to ephemeral social trends
and the spurious demands of opinion polls. Democracy succeeds only
to the extent that it is based on truth and a correct understanding of the
human person. Catholic involvement in political life cannot
compromise on this principle; otherwise Christian witness to the
splendour of truth in the public sphere would be silenced and an
autonomy from morality proclaimed (cf. Doctrinal Note The
Participation of Catholics in Political Life, 2-3; 6). In your discussions
with politicians and civic leaders I encourage you to demonstrate that
our Christian faith, far from being an impediment to dialogue, is a
bridge, precisely because it brings together reason and culture.
4. Within the context of the evangelization of culture, I wish to
mention the fine network of Catholic schools at the heart of ecclesial
life in your Province. Catechesis and religious education is a taxing
apostolate. I thank and encourage those many lay men and women,
together with Religious, who strive to ensure that your young people
become daily more appreciative of the gift of faith which they have
received. More than ever this demands that witness, nourished by
prayer, be the all-encompassing milieu of every Catholic school.
Teachers, as witnesses, account for the hope that nourishes their own
lives (cf. 1 Pt 3:15) by living the truth they propose to their pupils,
always in reference to the one they have encountered and whose

dependable goodness they have sampled with joy (cf. Address to
Rome’s Ecclesial Diocesan Convention, Living the Truth that God
Loves his People, 6 June 2005). And so with Saint Augustine they say:
"we who speak and you who listen acknowledge ourselves as fellow
disciples of a single teacher" (St. Augustine, Sermons, 23:2).
A particularly insidious obstacle to education today, which your own
reports attest, is the marked presence in society of that relativism
which, recognizing nothing as definitive, leaves as the ultimate
criterion only the self with its desires. Within such a relativistic horizon
an eclipse of the sublime goals of life occurs with a lowering of the
standards of excellence, a timidity before the category of the good, and
a relentless but senseless pursuit of novelty parading as the realization
of freedom. Such detrimental trends point to the particular urgency of
the apostolate of ‘intellectual charity’ which upholds the essential unity

IN THE COURTS

Three parent case
to begin

The Alliance for Marriage and Family
(AMF), a coalition including the
League, Christian Legal Fellowship
and Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada, has filed a brief in the
Ontario Court of Appeals in what is
being called the “Three Parents’
Case.” Hearings are expected to begin later in September. The case
involves a mother, her lesbian partner, and their child’s biological father,
who served as sperm donor on the condition he would play an active role
in the child’s life. All are seeking to be declared legal parents.
The case was rejected by a lower court, which ruled Ontario’s family law
recognized only two possible parents for a child, whether biologically or
by adoption. The judgment stated that changing such a fundamental
concept is beyond the court’s scope. The mother appealed, claiming a
special situation because she was in a same-sex relationship and as such
could not have a child without assisted human reproduction.
The AMF’s submission argues that the child’s best interests are served by
having only two parents. Recognition of a third person with the full legal
rights of a parent could open the door to a wide variety of adults wanting
to have their relationship with a child given legal force. Practical problems
such as consent for medical treatment, travel and education would be
compounded by having to consult more than two persons on normal
parenting decisions.
Although this particular case pre-dates the legalization of same sex
“marriage”, the League sees the pressure to re-define parenthood as one of
its impacts. Some statutes in federal and provincial legislation have already
been changed, to replace the words “mother” and “father” with such terms
as “legal parent.” Many children’s rights advocates are concerned that such
changes represent a shifting of the understanding of family from the realm
of biology into social engineering. Virtually all research shows that
children have the best outcomes when they are raised by their mother and
father together, other factors being equal.

Hearings pending in union dues’
diversion case
Submissions and responses have been filed in the case of Susan Comstock,
the Toronto resident and federal government employee seeking to divert
her union dues to her parish church because of the union’s active and
direct support of same sex “marriage.” As reported in previous editions of
Civil Rights, the application was refused by the union PSAC (Public Service
Alliance of Canada) and the federal Human Rights Commission on the

of knowledge, guides the young towards the sublime satisfaction of
exercising their freedom in relation to truth, and articulates the
relationship between faith and all aspects of family and civic life.
Introduced to a love of truth, I am confident that young Canadians will
relish exploring the house of the Lord who "enlightens every person
who comes into the world (Jn 1:9) and satisfies every desire of
humanity.
5. Dear Brothers, with affection and fraternal gratitude I offer these
reflections to you and encourage you in your proclamation of the
Good News of Jesus Christ. Experience his love and in this way cause
the light of God to enter into the world! (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 39).
Invoking upon you the intercession of Mary, Seat of Wisdom, I
cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing to you and the priests,
Religious, and lay faithful of your dioceses.

grounds that such relief is available only to those whose religions forbid
unionization. Mrs. Comstock then applied to have this decision reviewed
in Federal Court. Her position is that as a Roman Catholic, her religious
beliefs about marriage are not those of the union’s, and that therefore her
freedom of religion is violated by the union’s use of her dues to promote
its social agenda. In their responses, both PSAC and the Treasury Board of
Canada have agreed with the HRC’s interpretation that dues diversion is
only available to those whose religions forbid unionization, and that a
mandatory union member’s disagreement with union policy does not
amount to a rights’ violation. The League sees this case as an example of
intrusion of same sex “marriage” ideology into the workplace.

Pro-life demonstrator loses appeal
A judge in the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal has dismissed an appeal by
pro-life demonstrator Bill Whatcott, who sought to have a 2005
disciplinary ruling against him overturned. The discipline committee of the
Saskatchewan Association of Licensed Practical Nurses (SALPN) convicted
him of unprofessional conduct in January, 2005 for demonstrations in front
of a Planned Parenthood clinic in Regina in 2002. Although SALPN agreed
that picketing is not illegal, the organization accused Mr. Whatcott of
intimidating patients and making untrue statements about the abortion
clinic. (The statements at issue included “Planned Parenthood kills babies”
and “Planned Parenthood will give you AIDS.”) He was fined $15,000 to
cover legal costs and given a 45-day suspension from his nursing job.
In his appeal, in which he was represented by League member Tom
Schuck, he argued that he was not acting in any professional capacity
when he picketed, and that the accusation of lying about what Planned
Parenthood does was based on opinion, not fact. “The Tribunal’s
disagreement with Whatcott’s assessment of the social value of PPR, does
not make him a liar.” He also countered the charge that his conduct was
harmful to the profession of practical nursing, partly because freedom of
expression should not be curtailed by occupation and partly because his
occupation was in any event not known to passers-by.
The appeal court judge did not agree, and said in his decision that Mr.
Whatcott had violated a SALPN bylaw by his actions during the protest. As
a health service provider, the judge said, Mr. Whatcott could be held
accountable for harm caused to Planned Parenthood patients.
- With a report from LifeSite News

Lawyers’ group to meet
The Faith and Freedom Alliance, co-founded by the League and organized
to train lawyers to engage in pro-life, pro-family and freedom of
conscience cases, is holding its third national training seminar in Calgary
on September 30. The group accepts lawyers into its program based on
their commitment to provide pro bono hours to the project.
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LEAGUE MEDIA WATCH
CKLN responds to League concerns
As noted in a weekly E-mail Bulletin to our members in August, the League
shared its concerns with the CRTC about some obscene content, some of it with
an anti-Catholic focus, broadcast on CKLN-FM radio during Pride Weekend.
The broadcast, which a League member stumbled upon while trying to find a
program at the same end of the dial, included no pre-show warning about its
content and took place in the middle of the afternoon. When the station failed
to respond to us in a timely way, we informed the Commission of this so that
the facts would be available when the station’s license comes up for renewal.
Since then, the station has written to us apologizing for the delay, as well as for
the offense given, and outlining steps it intends to take to stay within accepted
broadcasting standards in future. While the reply did not acknowledge antireligious content, it did cite a song containing profane language, and talk show
conversation with explicit language “that could be considered objectionable.”
Management said they would meet with hosts, especially guest hosts, to discuss
the need for caution in the use of language, especially during the daytime.
“As a result of your complaint, we have recognized the need to be proactive in
developing and implementing policy around on-air language, especially
language used during special programming which may be acceptable to one
part of the community yet cause offence to others.” The letter mentioned
measures such as pre-show warnings, regular reminders of regulatory
requirements to staff and guest hosts, and caution in the selection of music as
measures the station plans to take.
While we appreciate the response and the effort, we hope this incident is
considered when CKLN’s license comes up for renewal, and will do everything
we can to monitor the situation. This FM spot is public airspace, not a private
subscription service. Basic standards of decency must be observed.

Continued from p. 1

The League was instrumental in having a mock confessional removed from an
art exhibit at Toronto City Hall in July. The installation was part of the city’s
annual aboriginal art exhibit, most of which consisted of photographs, drawings
and other installations that were interesting and non-offensive. At a prominent
spot, however, was an installation that anyone would identify easily as a
confessional. Initially, it included some sexually suggestive shadow-and-light
work, but this was removed within a few days after complaints from the public.
The “box” remained, however. Having been contacted by concerned citizens,
the League made an effort to see if there was any context that might explain
why curators thought the depiction of part of a Catholic sacrament might be
acceptable, especially in such a public area that must be passed daily by
employees and taxpayers. None was offered, except that the artist “had issues
with the Church.” The League made several calls to the mayor’s office, and the
installation was dismantled before the exhibit came to an end.

Media guide for parents issued
The Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF) recently presented its
annual message to families entitled “The Media: A Fascinating Challenge for the
Family.” With the aim of building an awareness of the impact of the media on
the life of Canadian families, the brochure discusses such media as television
and the Internet as powerful tools for Christians who are concerned about
building a culture of life and contributing to social dialogue. It also includes
useful tips about how parents can help young people get the most out the
media by approaching it with a critical eye. The report can be ordered in hard
copy from COLF at 2500 Don Reid Drive, Ottawa, ON K1H 2J2, or
downloaded through its website: www.colf.ca.

Contacting the League
We encourage you to contact the League with concerns and comments about
the media, whether it’s to request action on content defamatory to Catholics, or
to provide positive feedback about good programs or articles you have enjoyed.
In either case, please include a copy of the article, in the case of print materials,
or the date and time and station of the broadcast.

LEAGUE ENCOURAGES CRTC TO REVIEW PROCESSES FOR COMPLAINTS OF DEFAMATION

correspondence suggesting that the existing CSBC’s usefulness in adjudicating complaints about anti-religious defamation and bias is limited and
ineffective.”
Noting that an increasing proportion of the programs people bring to its
attention have no Canadian component, the League suggests that the
CRTC’s relationship with carriers may need to be addressed. While satellite
and other subscription services are doing much good, especially in
providing programming that wouldn’t be commercially viable for mass
audiences, the “multi-channel universe” puts broadcast content outside of
Canadian control.
“In our experience, Canadians want some oversight of public air space
such as the Commission provides,” the League said.” We believe that, due
to technological change, the difficulties of providing such oversight are
growing. We urge the Commission to review and strengthen its role with
carriers, since there is little chance of working with the creators of
broadcast material when they are located outside of Canada. Traditional
safeguards such as “viewer discretion” warnings and time-of-day
guidelines become meaningless in a world where programs originate
elsewhere.”
“The CRTC must focus on the broadcast outlets and distribution channels
that do fall under its mandate. Controlling the over-the-air broadcasters,
the new specialty channels, the cable delivery systems and the Canadianbased satellite and microwave systems would deal with the majority of
issues that do occur.”
The CRTC invited public comment as part of its research into a report
about the evolution of Canadian broadcasting, and the impact of new
technology, to be presented to the Minister of Heritage no later than
December 14.
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City Hall “art” installation removed

Some examples of CBSC rulings on League complaints of anti-Catholic
defamation:
* In July, the CBSC refused to proceed with the League’s complaint that
the Dennis Leary Christmas special in December, 2005 violated industry
guidelines about respect for religion. The League’s complaint was based
on ridicule of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth, expressed in coarse
language. “It is understandable that Leary’s style of comedy would not
appeal to all viewers and that some might find his comments to be in
bad taste,” the council wrote. “Those comments were not, however, in
breach of Clause 2 of the CAB Code of Ethics.”
* In a 2002 skit on the Mike Bullard comedy show, priests were depicted
as pedophiles in the context of a “joke” about keeping boys away from
the studio. Following complaints from the League and others, the CBSC
ruled that the skit was acceptable since it was “sufficiently gently
satirical (and related to a very publicly debated controversy) to be
acceptable.”
* A series of promotions on the former “Humble and Fred” morning show
on CFNY radio, Toronto in the late 90s, which included a Jesus LookAlike Contest, a mock crucifixion and the delivery of Jesus-shaped
chocolates, were deemed acceptable by the CBSC since they were
either directed at religion in general, rather than individual believers, or
were matters of perceived “bad taste” rather than the specific industry
code about anti-religious defamation.
* The Ontario Regional Council of the CBSC stated that a series of jokes
on a Bill Maher comedy special in the 90’s, involving irreverent remarks
about Jesus, were not abusive or discriminatory on the basis of religion:
“There is undeniably a level of irreverence but it is light-hearted, not
heavy-handed. It is flippant and casual but not disrespectful.”

CCRL in the news
A partial listing of media engagements on our members’ behalf since
our last edition.
National Post editorial Sept. 14, League’s view cited to substantiate
opinion that comments made in BC schools’ controversy were antiCatholic defamation.
Globe and Mail, other major dailies via Associated Press, Sept. 8-10,
Executive Director Joanne McGarry on Pope Benedict’s defense of
marriage and pro-life cause during address to Ontario’s bishops.
Catholic Insight, September edition, League Director Richard Bastien on
the Christian vision of marital love, “Pop culture vs. God’s intent.” A
version of this article also appeared in the Ottawa Citizen
Catholic Insight, September edition, Joanne McGarry on abortions for
purposes of sex selection in Canada.
Hamilton Spectator, article July 20 and letter to the editor July 26, Joanne
McGarry on the defense of traditional marriage.
BC Catholic, July 10, League President Phil Horgan on defense of
marriage activities

Catholic Register and BC Catholic, weeks of July 3, Phil Horgan on
academic freedom in controversy over honorary degree to Margaret
Somerville.
Toronto Sun and other dailies, via CP article, Joanne McGarry on first
anniversary of federal legalization of same sex “marriage” in Canada.
Catholic Insight, July edition, League’s call to action on lobbying MPs on
marriage question.
The Interim, July, 2006, Joanne McGarry on abortions for sex selection in
Canada.
Catholic Register, July 2, Report of papal honours awarded to League cofounders Tom and Janine Langan, and others with distinguished service to
the Toronto archdiocese.
Calgary Herald, June 25, League and coalition activities on defense of
marriage discussed in feature article.
LifeSite, June 21, Phil Horgan on the controversy surrounding Ryerson’s
honorary degree to Margaret Somerville.
Catholic Insight, June edition, Richard Bastien feature article on the
Labaye ruling (re. “swingers’ clubs”) by the Supreme Court of Canada;
League Director Sandy MacDonald feature article on Planned
Parenthood program in Nova Scotia schools.

AM Radio 1250, July 15, Joanne McGarry on Drew Marshall Show to
discuss anti-Christian bias in the media.
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MARRIAGE VOTE, LIFE AND FAMILY ISSUES EXPECTED TO EMERGE

Nevertheless, the exact timing of the promised free vote is uncertain, as is
its outcome. Information about the voting intentions of those MPs whose
views were not known during our last listing will be posted to our website
if it becomes available before the vote. Should Parliament vote not to revisit the issue, it is unlikely to come up again at the federal level before the
next election.
The League remains committed to upholding the traditional definition of
marriage through the court cases in which we choose to participate, and
our anti-defamation work. Most of the constraints on freedom of speech
and anti-Catholic rants in the media will continue, and some of them stem
from the Church’s defense of marriage.
Regardless of the outcome of the vote, the League will continue to work
hard to address the substantial “fallout” that this issue has had. These
impacts will remain with us whether the law on same sex “marriage” is
revisited or not.
In other issues carried over from the last session, MP Paul Steckle has said

he will try once again to bring forward a Private Members’ bill to put some
limits on abortion. The bill he brought forward in June would have
restricted abortion after 20 weeks’ gestation. Polls consistently show that
most Canadians support at least some protection for the unborn. MP Leon
Benoit, who sponsored the unborn victims of violence bill, has said he will
attempt to reintroduce similar legislation. That bill would have made it
possible to charge those who injure or kill an unborn child in the course
of a crime against its mother with a separate crime.
MP Francine Lalonde, who sponsored a Private Members’ bill in support of
euthanasia in the last session, has said she intends to bring the issue back
to Parliament in this session. The League will oppose any legislation
liberalizing our laws on euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide. As
we’ve said in the past, much, if not most of the pressure for liberalizing
these laws is driven by the fear of a prolonged and painful death. These
concerns should be addressed through a commitment to better palliative
and hospice care for the dying, more research and training in the field of
pain control, and more funding for home care so that families can look
after loved ones at home.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
British Medical Association opposes
euthanasia
At its annual meeting in June, the British Medical Association voted
overwhelmingly to oppose the legalization of physician assisted suicide
and euthanasia. Commenting on this result, the campaign director of Care
NOT Killing, Dr. Peter Saunders, said “This is a fantastic result for the many
organizations campaigning against euthanasia. It is a very important result
in terms of political and public opinion. It means that the medical
profession in the UK is now firmly united in its opposition to any form of
euthanasia or physician-assisted suicide. This sends a very clear message
to the public and to MPs – doctors who care for dying patients understand
the serious dangers that would arise from legalizing euthanasia. They have
come to a clear conclusion at the BMA conference that legalized killing
would create more problems that it would solve.”
The motion passed a few weeks after the progress of a controversial bill
that would allow assisted suicide for the terminally ill was blocked by the
House of Lords. After a passionate debate on whether or not it was right to
allow people who were terminally ill to be given drugs that they would
take to end their lives, the House voted to delay the bill by six months.

Membership and development update
The crisp days of Autumn herald the busiest seasons of the year for
the League. Watch your mail in the next few weeks for a special
letter from us. It will outline our challenges for the fall and winter,
and provide you with an opportunity to help by donating
financially, if possible, and promoting new memberships.
We hope you’ll consider becoming a monthly donor. Ten or fifteen
dollars a month is often more manageable than a single donation
of $120 or $180, but over the year you’ve given the same amount
as well as provided much-needed cash flow for the League. We
have kept our basic subscription fees as low as possible, and we
can only continue to do this if those who can afford more respond
to our special appeals. Monthly giving is a convenient way to do
this.
In all your communication with us, please make sure we have your
current e-mail address as well as your postal address. Our weekly
news update service is available by e-mail only. As always, your
prayers and your input to the League are greatly appreciated.

Cape Breton U fines professor
French presidential candidate opposes
same sex “marriage”
Same sex couples should not be able to marry or adopt, the French interior
minister and presidential hopeful Nicolas Sarzoky said recently. He
outlined his policies and campaigning strategy in a French magazine
interview in September, in anticipation of the 2007 presidential elections.
He said that while he favours equality for all couples, marriage should
continue to be legally recognized as the union of one man and one
woman. “Children need a father and a mother,” he added.
Earlier this year, a French government commission recommended that
marriage, adoption and medically assisted reproduction not be extended
to same sex couples, citing the best interests of children.

Please visit our website at:
New this quarter:
- Brief to CRTC
- Articles about BC
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http://ccrl.ca

Cape Breton University has fined history professor David Mullan $2,100 in
response to two human rights complaints filed by a homosexual student
who coordinates the campus’ Sexual Diversity Office. The student took
umbrage at two letters the professor had written to his former Anglican
bishop two years ago. The letters, posted on Professor Mullan’s website,
criticized the bishop and the Anglican Church of Canada for their
acceptance of homosexual “marriage.” CBU student Shane Wallis was
offended by the content of the letters and lodged a formal human rights
complaint with the university.

Pro-life packages refused at U of T
In Ontario, University of Toronto Students for Life (UTSFL), an officially
recognized student club at the U of T, was refused permission to have its
information package included in the Frosh Kits given out each year by
Student Administrative Council to incoming students. The kits had been
included in the past. Despite being told several times by SAC staff that the
package would be included this year, student volunteers were told they’d
been refused when they showed up to help put the kits together. “We feel
our group has been subject to unfair treatment, as has been clearly
demonstrated by SAC’s inconsistencies,” UTSFL said in a statement. “At
best, this has been extremely shabby management. At worst, it is suggestive
of discrimination due to the nature of our group. We expect to have better
treatment with the Frosh kits next year.”
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