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CCRL is happy to announce
its fifth annual 

Spring dinner 
Wednesday, June 3, 2009
University of St. Michael’s

College, Toronto

Guest Speaker: Michael Coren
Author and Broadcaster

Presentation of the Archbishop
Adam Exner Award for Catholic

Excellence in Public Life

Invitations will be mailed in April

Watch your e-bulletins for further
information.
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The lifting January 24 of the excommunication of four members of the Pius X Society caused much
controversy and heated reaction, especially in the media. Almost all of the concern focuses on the fact
that one of the people, Bishop Richard Williamson, is well-known for Holocaust denial and other ill-
founded opinions. With the help of a professor of theology, the League prepared these comments:

Many Catholics and non-Catholics have questions about the lifting of the decree of excommunication
from four illicitly "consecrated" bishops, one of whom has a public track record of anti-Semitic and anti-
Church statements. There are many aspects of excommunication that should probably be left to
canonical lawyers or theologians to explain. However, it is clear that the original 1988 decree was based
on the four bishops’ participation in an illicit ordination ceremony, not on the opinions they hold about
historical events. 

With the January 24 edict, the individuals moved from "excommunicated" to "suspended" status.  The
public statements of former Bishop Williamson seem to support the suggestion that he is in dire need of
reconciliation and reflection.  It seems highly doubtful that he could return to "active" or incardinated
status.  Perhaps now the Church is in a better position to assert its discipline over such renegade clerics,
by recourse to various canonical edicts, which previously were unavailable for use on someone outside
the Church. 

In late January and early February the League commented on the
approval of atheist advocacy advertising on Toronto Transit Commission
(TTC) buses. The campaign to bring this message to public transit has
since expanded to include applications in Ottawa, Calgary, Halifax and
London; as of this writing, they have been approved in Toronto and
Calgary but rejected in London and Ottawa, with the latter being
appealed. Most of the posters will carry the message: "There is probably
no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your life." 

The Toronto-based Freethought Association of Canada, which took an
online collection to pay for the advertising, was inspired by a campaign
that has plastered British buses with the message.

It was probably only a matter of time before these ads, which have
already appeared on buses in several European cities as well as in
England, came to Canada. As a free speech issue, there is little to be
said about the organization’s right to apply to advertise on transit
systems, especially in Toronto where advertising from many groups,
including faith groups, is accepted.  

Many believers, accustomed to the frequent belittling of faith and faith
organizations in the media, especially in comedy and other
entertainment formats, will see such advertising as yet another attempt
to diminish respect for religion. We don’t doubt that that is ultimately
the intention of the advertising, but we certainly question whether that
will be the effect. In fact, the promoters may get a surprise when the
impact on belief in God proves to be positive. It is quite possible that
the ads will do little more than provoke discussion of faith and belief.
We have already seen heated reaction in the phone-in shows and
online polls about the ads.

“I understand the ads are going to include a web site for people to
express their solidarity with the organization,” said League Executive
Director Joanne McGarry. “Based on our experience at the League, they
can expect to hear a great deal from people who think they’re wrong.
Free speech is a two-way street, and interactive technologies have
made it a very busy one!”

Nevertheless, faith-based advocacy has not always found a home in the
country’s public transit systems. The clearest recent example would

“Atheist advertising” as a free speech issue  
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE
By Joanne McGarry, Executive Director and Editor
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People who believe the Church should stay out of public debates are usually at their most forceful when
the issue at hand relates to science and medicine. The belief that faith and science are fundamentally
opposed is all too common, even among people who are religious believers themselves. 

Science and technology always seem to belong firmly in the public square, while faith does not. This
helps explain the phenomenon of a politician who doesn’t believe he can impose “his own personal
beliefs” on constituents, not to mention the voters who don’t think he should, either. Professional
associations sometimes suggest that a doctor must participate in some level of abortion referral, since
private beliefs shouldn’t get in the way of patient care. Governing bodies for doctors and pharmacists
in Alberta are currently circulating drafts suggesting that referral may be required, though the wording
is still subject to change. Physicians and pharmacists have faced similar challenges in Ontario and
Manitoba in recent years. In the debates about abortion that seem to fill the letters’ pages every time
the topic is in the news, “keep the Church out of it” is a very common sentiment among the so-called
pro-choice respondents. 

In fact, it is hard to imagine a time when science needed the moral guidance of faith more than it does
today. Belief in the sanctity of all human life is grounded in faith; when faith is excluded, we should
not be surprised to learn that human life is routinely created in a petri dish, then discarded if it is
deemed “surplus” or found to be “defective.” And yet long experience tells us that in the end, the moral
way proves to be the most effective and the most promising. Stem cell successes, to date, have
originated only with adult stem cells, not embryonic. Much remains to be learned about the creation
of stem cells from ordinary skin samples, but if successful, the current research could make it even more
feasible to create new cell lines without the creation and destruction of human embryos.

The existence of promising, moral alternatives makes President Obama’s decision to lift many
restrictions on federal funding of embryonic stem cell research particularly unfortunate. Cardinal Justin
Rigali, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities, called it
a “sad victory of politics over science and ethics.” Politics will remain a key driver in the funding of
research in all countries. It’s important that knowledgeable voices, enriched by faith, are heard.

The League supports Catholic bioethics and medical associations that can provide fully informed
commentary on the ever-evolving landscape of life issues. Respect for life from conception to natural
death is the most fundamental of civil rights, and we’re proud to bring any legal and media expertise
we have to public debates on these issues.  

*  *  *
We are very grateful for the support of our membership community, especially in these difficult times.
Not unexpectedly, some of our supporters are not able to contribute financially at the same level as they
have in the past, but we’re hopeful that those who can afford a little more will help make up any
shortfall. A number of new donors have joined our monthly giving program, which allows them to
provide small donations over the year rather than one larger one. We always welcome more people
among our membership, so please feel free to send us some names even if you can’t afford an extra
donation. 

*  *  *

Best wishes for a Happy Easter from all of us at the League.
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A lasting gift
Your bequest to the League will help us continue our apostolate for future generations. Our legal name
for this purpose is “Catholic Civil Rights League, Toronto, Ontario.” Feel free to contact us at any time
for assistance in arranging this type of gift.

Quebec’s new religion program called “anti-Catholic”
The new religious diversity curriculum introduced in the Quebec school system is a violation of parents'
rights and borders on being "anti-Catholic," according to the prefect of the Vatican Congregation for
Catholic Education.

Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski discussed the Canadian province's "Ethics and Religious Culture" program
with ZENIT Feb. 18, after a conference held at Rome's Pontifical Antonianum University on "State
Financing of Catholic Schools," hosted by the Acton Institute.

In September 2008, the Quebec Ministry of Education introduced the new curriculum into all public and
private schools in the province. The mandatory courses replaced the "Catholic Religious and Moral
Instruction," "Protestant Moral and Religious Education" and "Moral Education" programs, between which
parents could choose for their children. Many Quebec League members, including both our provincial
directors, have opposed the change.

The Assembly of Quebec Catholic Bishops have been measured in its criticism of the "Ethics and
Religious Culture" program, recognizing in a March 2008 statement that the curriculum would "promote
the development of a better mutual understanding between those who have different religious or secular
beliefs." The bishops also applauded the course for highlighting the distinct role played by Catholicism
in the French Canadian province's history.

However, the bishops reaffirmed their preference for parental choice and described their stance as
"critical and vigilant." The bishops further worried that teaching religion from a purely socio-cultural view
could lead to a restrictive understanding of religious experience.

Some Canadian clerics, such as Cardinal Marc Ouellet of Quebec City, maintain that parents should be
able to exempt their children from the program for reasons of conscience. Presently, the provincial
government has permitted no such allowances for concerned parents. Students who consistently miss
"Ethics and Religious Culture" classes could face suspension. 

- with a report from ZENIT News Service

Antigonish chapter update
At its March meeting, the chapter enjoyed a presentation by Father Joseph Hattie, OMI, Director of the
Office of Marriage and Family Life for the Archdiocese of  Halifax. Father Hattie is the author of the
marriage preparation course entitled “An Informed Conscience:Walking with God”, as well as “Totally
Yours,” a commentary and reflection on Humanae Vitae. The chapter executive met earlier with a public
health nurse at Dr. J.H. Gillis Regional High School, who advised them that the school’s youth health
centre does not distribute any contraceptives, and that she was receptive to receiving a book explaining
Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body.

The chapter meets on the second Tuesday of each month from September to June. For more information,
contact Don MacLellan, president, at don_maclellan@hotmail.com.

Windsor-Essex to meet with hospice association
Chapter president Bob Baksi is scheduled to address the board of the local hospice association in the
Spring, encouraging them to confirm policy in opposition to euthanasia, and to actively oppose any
movement at the National Palliative Care level to move away from that policy. The chapter is active in
all life issues, and usually has a pro-life advocate among the speakers at its meetings. Windsor-Essex
chapter meets quarterly. For more information, contact Mr. Baksi at robert@baksi.com.

For information about establishing a chapter in your area, contact Joanne mcGarry at 416-466-8244 or
ccrl@ccrl.ca. 

For updates on League initiatives in BC, visit ccrl.ca/chapters/British Columbia.

REGIONAL ROUNDUP
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Outcry proves an abortion law is needed, 
says League  
The Catholic Civil Rights League noted January 7 that the strong and
ongoing reaction to an MP’s recent suggestion that Canada needs an
abortion law reminds us once again that this is in fact an issue for
Parliament to address. 

MP Rod Bruinooge (PC-Winnipeg South), chairman of the multi-party
parliamentary pro-life caucus, made his comments in a newspaper
article between Christmas and New Year’s, pointing out that under
Canadian law there are restrictions on selling human kidneys but no
limits on the taking of pre-natal life. “The bottom line is that people
like myself are not going to stop until, at the very least, unborn children
have more value than a Canadian kidney” (National Post, Dec. 29,
2008). 

Not unpredictably, politicians including the prime minister distanced
themselves from the remarks, re-stating their commitment to the status
quo. Pro-abortion organizations said that the topic was closed by the
Supreme Court decision in 1988, and that most Canadians are happy
to leave it at that.

In fact, the Supreme Court decision never said abortion was a right,
only that the law of the day was wrong. It left it open that the
government could re-introduce legislation should it choose to do so.
Polls (most recently, Environics, November, 2008) have consistently
shown that most people believe abortion should be severely restricted
in the latter part of pregnancy, and a substantial minority believe life
should be protected from conception onward.

The outcry every time someone at an official level expresses a pro-life
sentiment is proof that, despite opposition to “re-opening the debate,”
at the moral level the debate was never closed. Many Canadians are
dissatisfied with the absence of any sort of abortion law and do in fact
think there should be one. This is a goal the League shares and will
continue to work toward. 

Calgary charges an attack on free speech
The League has written to University of Calgary President Harvey
Weingarten to express concerns about the trespassing charges brought
against some of the members of Campus Pro-life (CPL).  The charges
stem from the club’s Genocide Awareness Project in November, which
featured posters of fetuses and compared abortion to the Holocaust, Ku
Klux Klan crimes and the genocide in Rwanda. Although the exhibit
had been shown at the university in the past, prior to the November
exhibit the school asked them to turn the posters inward, citing safety
concerns. The club did not comply and the protest went ahead as
planned, even though they had been warned of possible sanctions
including fines, suspension or even expulsion.

“The principle of free speech is more important than the fact that some
people are going to find the posters disturbing,” said League Executive
Director Joanne McGarry.  “Not everyone is in favour of this kind of
imagery, and that includes people who are pro-life. However,
universities are publicly-funded institutions and should not be in effect
discriminating against one side of a controversial question.”  

A number of student pro-life clubs, including those at York and
Carleton in Ontario and Memorial in Newfoundland, have had
problems gaining or retaining accreditation in recent years. Those

problems relate to a “pro-choice” resolution passed by the Canadian
Federation of Students, and how individual student councils choose to
apply it. The charges at Calgary, however, are coming from the
school’s administration. The League is particularly concerned that the
attempt to curb free expression is coming from such a senior level.

Many pro-life clubs operate without problems. Of those that have
faced sanctions, in recent months Choose Life McGill received full
accreditation Feb. 12, as did Youth Protecting Youth at the University
of Victoria. University of Guelph’s club achieved status Jan 27, after
being suspended by the students’ union earlier in the school year. 

League participates in challenge to 
prostitution laws
The League is part of a group that has applied to intervene in a court
challenge to decriminalize prostitution in Canada. The group,
comprised of the League, Christian Legal Fellowship and REAL Women
of Canada, is seeking to file a factum and make oral submissions in
support of retaining Criminal Code provisions against soliciting and
other elements of prostitution. The case was initiated over a year ago
by a group of law professors and some women who are, or have been,
employed in the sex trade, and who believe de-criminalization would
reduce the likelihood of violence against prostitutes.  

The intervenors’ view is that decriminalization would probably lead to
an even greater incidence of the exploitation of women, particularly
young women, due to lack of legal sanctions. We have found no
evidence of greater safety in jurisdictions where prostitution has been
decriminalized. The removal of sanctions would also make it easier for
services to be advertised.  Our intervention will stress the negative
impact on family and society that could be expected from
decriminalization. 

Faith and Freedom Alliance Conference planned 
The League is helping to support the annual conference of the Faith
and Freedom Alliance (FFA), which is to take place in New
Westminster, BC Sept. 25 to 28. There is a real need for lawyers who
are knowledgeable in religious freedom issues and who are able to
donate their time to some of the many cases that arise each year.
Unlike our U.S. counterparts, most Canadian advocacy organizations
simply do not have the funding base needed to supply legal services at
little or no cost to the litigants. The FFA tries to answer this need
through its education program, which provides related training to
lawyers and law students in exchange for some pro-bono hours. You
can request further information about the FFA in any correspondence
with the League.  

Appeal sought in Bubble Zone case 
Counsel for Gordon Watson has applied for leave to appeal to
Supreme Court of Canada, in the so-called Bubble Zone case. In
September, 2008, the BC Court of Appeal in a unanimous decision
upheld a ban on protests within a large perimeter around abortion
clinics. The decision acknowledged that the “bubble zone” restriction
infringes free speech rights under the Charter, but said the infringement
was justified to protect access of abortion service providers and their
patients to these facilities.  
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Morgentaler update
As reported in the December edition of Civil Rights, the office of the
federal attorney general has filed a motion to refuse the application of
Frank Chauvin for a judicial review of the process that awarded the
Order of Canada to Henry Morgentaler. A hearing is scheduled for late
March. 

Review of Section 13 greatly needed, says League
On Monday, Feb. 9, the parliamentary Standing Committee on Justice
and Human Rights agreed to begin a review of the Canadian Human
Rights Act's Section 13. This is the section giving the Canadian Human
Rights Commission the right to regulate “hate speech” appearing on
the Internet, which effectively encompasses all publications. The
League welcomes the announcement of this review, which could be a
first step in strengthening the right to the peaceable expression of
opinion based on religious belief.  

It is unfortunate that this review will be internal only, and as such will
consider only  internal government sources. Much more powerful
testimony could have come from those who have been forced to
defend themselves against charges. There have been too many
examples of people and publications forced to defend themselves at
their own expense while their accusers face practically no cost. 

- Catholic Insight Magazine was the subject of a complaint to the
Canadian Human Rights Commission due to material on its website
critical of homosexual conduct. (The complaint was dismissed but now
is under appeal.) The passages of articles in question were written in
the context of speaking out against the activists who agitated for adding
so-called sexual orientation to the Hate Crimes Act in 2003, and the
legalization of same-sex “marriage” in 2005.

- Steven Boissoin, a Christian pastor fined a total of $7,000 in 2008 and
ordered never to speak or write publicly in future about homosexual
conduct, after a complaint to the Alberta Human Rights Commission
for a letter published in the Red Deer Advocate. (Case brought by
University of Calgary professor Darren Lund.) Currently under appeal.

- Christian Horizons, an evangelical organization providing group
homes for developmentally disabled adults of all faiths, ordered by the

NATIONAL ROUNDUP

Ontario Human Rights Commission to pay a former employee
$23,000, undertake sensitivity training for all employees, and
eliminate its employee code of conduct. The case stems from a former
employee dismissed when she told the organization she was in a
lesbian relationship, one of many things prohibited by an employee
code of conduct she had signed. Currently under appeal. While not a
free speech case, the implications for religious-owned organizations
could be considerable.

- Ron Gray, leader of the Christian Heritage Party, recently acquitted of
charges based on a complaint to the Ontario and Canadian HRCs by
Edmonton activist Rob Wells for an article on the party’s website
critical of homosexual conduct. Among other things, Mr. Gray was told
by a HRC mediator that “freedom of expression is an American
concept.”

- Bishop Fred Henry in 2005 was on the receiving end of a human
rights complaint for articulating the Church's teachings on same-sex
marriage in a pastoral letter. (The complaint was later withdrawn after
a meeting with the complainants, and substantial expense.)

- Pro-life picketer Bill Whatcott, among other legal challenges, charged
by Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission for spreading hate.
Convicted and fined $17,500.Conviction upheld on appeal to Court of
Queen’s Bench. 2008 Appealed to Court of Appeal, decision pending.

- Saskatchewan marriage commissioner Orville Nichols, fined $2,500
by the Saskatchewan Human Rights Tribunal for declining to perform
a marriage ceremony for two men. Currently under appeal.

- In 2002, the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission ordered the
Saskatoon Star Phoenix and Hugh Owens to each pay $1,500 to three
complainants because of the publication of an advertisement that
quoted Bible verses on homosexuality. Four years later, this was
overturned by the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal after the court ruled
that the message, though offensive, didn't reach the level of inciting
hatred. The League was part of an intervention to protest the labeling
of Scriptural passages as hate speech.

Two more cases, while not dealing directly with religious freedom,
gave this trend the high profile that it needed to attract attention from
the mainstream media.

- Mark Steyn and Maclean’s magazine for the publisher’s reprinting of
a chapter of Steyn’s book “America Alone,” Complaint brought in
November by the Canadian Islamic Congress, which said the article
subjects Canadian Muslims to discrimination, hatred and contempt.
The commissions in Ontario and BC declined to hear the charges

- Ezra Levant, former publisher of the Western Standard, faced
complaints to the Alberta Human Rights Commission for publishing
controversial cartoons satirizing the Prophet Mohammed in 2006. The
charges were dropped but only after considerable expense.

While the League does not agree with everything these people have
said, the expense in time, money and anxiety that these cases have
brought them highlight the problems of using a non-judicial tribunal to
regulate free speech. Few rights are absolute, but criminal code
provisions such as libel and slander laws are the appropriate forum for
free speech cases. Such limitation would ensure that complainant and
defendant are on a level playing field with respect to costs, and that
rules of evidence and procedure would be followed. 

The League hopes to see Section 13 of the Code eliminated or
significantly re-interpreted to protect freedom of expression based on
religious belief.  



“Angels and Demons” set to hit the screen
The prequel to “The Da Vinci Code”, the movie based on Dan Brown’s
“Angels and Demons” is scheduled for release this May. While the
story’s main premise is less sensational than the storyline of Da Vinci
Code, (centred around the myth that Christ and Mary Magdalene had
children together, whose descendants still live), its anti-Catholic
premise may speak to a belief much more widely held: That the
Church is the enemy of science. Action-packed and replete with secret
societies, conspiracy theories and plenty of dead bodies, the novel is
quite likely to produce a movie with box office appeal.

The problem is that, like a lot of good stories, it isn’t true. While the
League can’t speak to every angle of what the secret societies might be
doing in our time, the “enemy of science” accusation has been refuted
many times. Universities developed primarily under the auspices of
the Church and religious communities. Scientific inquiry was
encouraged. 

To take just one example, the script would have the public believe that
Galileo was a member of a secret society, the Illuminati, and that the
group seeks revenge against the Vatican today because of the Catholic
Church’s anti-science history. Galileo died almost 150 years before the
Illuminati were founded on May 1, 1776. Yet Brown’s book says the
secret society was founded in the 1500s, and the movie says the same. 

To coincide with the release of the movie, we will provide an online
information kit with facts sheets and articles by many leading authors
to help address the untruths and misleading statements in this film.  

Movie “Doubt” does not cross line
The League was invited to the Toronto preview of “Doubt” in
December. The film centres around an unproven allegation of sexual
misconduct between a priest and a boy in Grade 8, and is set in the
Bronx in 1964. It is understandable that Catholics would regard a
movie dealing with the sexual abuse scandal with trepidation, since all
too many entertainment vehicles (including satirical cartoons,
comedians and talk show hosts) appear to regard it as an occasion to
demean and belittle the entire Church, casually opening scars for the
victims and tarring all clergy with the sins of a small minority.  

“Doubt” does not belong in this category. The allegation itself is
contested, and never proven. Most of the dialogue between the two
protagonists (Meryl Streep as Sister Aloysius and Philip Seymour
Hoffman as Father Flynn) speaks more to the sin of pride than any
other failing, and there is no attempt to allude to the wider scandal,
either in the U.S. or elsewhere. 

League combats condom give-away
Just before Christmas, shoppers in Toronto were met with an
unexpected giveaway on some of the city’s busiest streets. One of the
condom manufacturers distributed their product free of charge to
commuters and shoppers. While similar giveaway programs have
taken place in most major cities, these particular promoters were all
dressed as Santa Claus and mostly worked near the big shopping areas
in mid-day. Part of our letter to the mayor follows: “Many people do

not appreciate getting an unsought “lesson” in birth control when they
do their Christmas shopping, often accompanied by their children. In
fact, some of us believe that the message conveyed to our young
people by such a display is anything but positive; what is it really
saying except that casual sex is a good and acceptable thing? The fact
that this is taking place so close to two of the main religious festivals
for Torontonians is beneath comment.”

The mayor did not reply, but an answer from Access Toronto, the city’s
information service, was helpful. Their staff person indicated that the
city could not act because no by-law was broken, and suggested we
work with the manufacturer to try to prevent similar promotions in
future. The League will work with local councilors to try to make a by-
law adjustment that will address the problem. 

In a city where transit advertising promoting birth control pills to
teenagers is commonplace, as are ads for same sex dating services, it
might be overly optimistic to think our effort will make much
difference. However, we thought it was important to speak out and we
hope those who live in the Toronto area will do the same.  

Pro-life blog wins Canadian award  
Pro-WomanProLife won the award for Best New Blog at the Canadian
Blog Awards in December. Many League members participated in the
online voting for this award. The young women who established the
site include Andrea Mrozek, Manager of Research and
Communications at the Institute for Marriage and Family Canada. The
blog is dedicated to “Canada without abortion. By choice,” and it’s a
great site for those who believe that being pro-life is quite compatible
with supporting women’s rights and freedoms.  

Vatican launches You Tube channel  
The Vatican now has its own You Tube channel, available in English,
Italian, Spanish and German. It features papal audiences, events and
other news from the Vatican. There are links available to the Vatican
press office, newspaper and radio station. The url is
http://ca,youtube.com/vatican.  

Join us on Facebook
The League has established a Facebook page where you can get
connected with events, League news and photos. To find us, search
under “Friends of the CCRL” and ask to join. 
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CCRL IN THE NEWS
Selection of media engagements on our members’ behalf since 

our last edition

Catholic Register, Feb. 22, Catholics give mixed reviews to Obama,
League Capital Richard Bastien on media coverage of Barack Obama’s
visit to Ottawa.

Catholic Register, Dec. 7, Rights’ commission’s own consultant
recommends end to censorship in act, League executive director Joanne
McGarry responds to report of Professor Keith Moon, which
recommended repeal or reinterpretation of Section 13.

Globe and Mail, Jan. 20, Joanne McGarry on impact of marriage re-
definition and religious freedom laws on BC polygamy trial.

National Catholic Register (US), Feb. 15-21, Marriage re-defined again?
Joanne McGarry on BC polygamy trial.

Faith Journal, CTS, Jan 17, Joanne McGarry in discussion with Ontario
Human Rights Commissioner Patrick Case on various religious rights
issues.

Catholic Register, Feb. 15, Treasury Board work environment anti-
Catholic, rights commission told, Joanne McGarry discusses hate speech
laws, and use of mandatory union dues to promote social causes.

BC Catholic, Feb. 2, CCRL decries anti-faith mentality, League critical of
Cornwall, Ont. post office directive to stop using “thank the Lord”
expression in the workplace.

Catholic Register, March 8; BC Catholic, Feb. 16, Capitalism needs
Catholicism. Richard Bastien
addresses Ottawa “Theology on Tap” 

LifeSite, Jan. 29, Toronto Transit
Commission approves anti-God ads,
League speaks in support of ‘equal
time’ in allocation of ad space. 
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probably be last year’s pro-life advertising campaign, which was
taken down in several cities, including Hamilton, Ontario, after a
very small number of complaints. When the decision was
appealed to the  Advertising Standards Council (ASC), it was
upheld. Among other things, the ASC claimed that it was
deceptive to claim that “nine months is the amount of time
abortion is allowed in Canada.” In fact, that is a statement of
fact—the ad made no claim about when the majority of abortions
occur, only that it is legal at any point. It also asked, not
unreasonably, “Have we gone too far?”

While the two situations are not identical, there is a parallel in that
both deal with a controversial subject that some people would
rather not hear about. It may be justifiable to restrict any sort of
contentious messaging in public spaces that people have no
choice but to use, but there is no defense for allowing one side of
a message but not another. Pro-life groups in cities where the pro-
life advertising was taken down but the “atheist campaign” has
been approved should try again.  

In subsequent Vatican statements, it was stipulated that Bishop
Williamson would have to “in an absolutely unequivocal and
public way” distance himself from his positions regarding the
Shoah (Hebrew term for the Holocaust), which are “absolutely
unacceptable and firmly rejected by the Holy Father.” Bishop
Williamson’s apology was reported in late February. As Civil Rights
went to press, indications were that the Vatican did not consider it
adequate.

The four bishops in question were consecrated by the late
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, who in 1969 founded the Society of
Pius X, which is opposed to many of the reforms of Vatican II. In
addition to its demand of Bishop Williamson, the Vatican also said
the society as a whole must fully recognize the teachings of Vatican
II and of all popes who came during and after it in order to have
any canonical function in the Church. 

EXCOMMUNICATION CONTROVERSY:
ISSUE WAS ORDINATION, NOT OPINIONS

Continued from p. 1
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Archbishop Chaput emphasizes importance 
of Catholic participation in public life

Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap, Archbishop of Denver, addressed
academic and business audiences in Toronto recently. The visit was sponsored
by the Archdiocese of Toronto, Salt and Light Catholic Television Network, the
Toronto Legatus Chapter and the University of St. Michael’s College.

In a talk at St. Basil’s Church on the U of T campus, the Denver prelate
emphasized the importance of forming “a strong and genuinely Catholic
conscience” and following that conscience when voting. 

Discussing why he wrote the book “Rendering unto Caesar,” he said that among
other reasons, “Frankly, I just got tired of hearing outsiders and insiders tell
Catholics to keep quiet aboaut our religious and moral views in the big public
debates that involve all or us as a society. That’s a kind of bullying. I don’t think
Catholics should accept it.”

Catholic participation in politics concerns our obligation to the pursuit of justice
and the common good in the public square, and “is part of the history of
salvation,” Archbishop Chaput said. “Tolerating grave evil within a society is
itself a form of serious evil.

“We have a duty to be politically engaged. Why? Because politics is the exercise
of power, and the use of power always has moral content and human
consequences. If we claim to be Catholic, we need to prove it by our behaviour.
And serving other people by working for justice, charity and truth in our nation’s
political life is one of the important ways we do that.”  

He added, “It does’t matter what we claim to believe if we’re unwilling to act on
our beliefs. What we say about our Catholic faith is the easy part. What we do
with it shapes who we really are.” Please visit ccrl.ca for the text of Archbishop
Chaput’s  remarks.

Faith and evolution theory not at odds

ROME  - A Vatican cardinal said recently that the Church does not stand in the
way of scientific realities like evolution, though he described as "absurd" the
atheist notion that evolution proves there is no God.

Cardinal William Levada, head of the Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, reiterated Church teaching about faith and science at the start of a
Vatican-sponsored conference marking the 150th anniversary of Charles
Darwin's "The Origin of Species."

With the bicentenary in February of the birth of Charles Darwin and the 150th
anniversary of the publication of his book, increasing attention is being given to
the conflict between "creationism" and evolutionary theory.

Speaking on the sidelines of the conference, Cardinal Levada said the Vatican
acknowledges a "wide spectrum of room" for belief in both the scientific basis for
evolution and faith in God the creator.

"We believe that however creation has come about and evolved, ultimately God
is the creator of all things," he said.

He said that while the Vatican did not exclude any area of science, it does reject
as "absurd" the atheist notion of  so many that evolution proves there is no God.

"Of course we think that's absurd and not at all proven," he said. "But other than
that ... the Vatican has recognized that it doesn't stand in the way of scientific
realities."

The Vatican under Pope Benedict XVI has been trying to stress its belief in the
strong relationship between faith and reason, and the five-day conference at
Rome's Pontifical Gregorian University was among its efforts to engage with the
scientific community. 

- With a report from AP News  

MP intends to re-introduce euthanasia bill 

Bloc Quebecois MP Francine Lalonde has again announced her intention to
introduce a private members bill, "An Act to amend the Criminal Code (right to
die with dignity)." The text of the bill is not yet available, and it had not yet been
read in the House of Commons as Civil Rights went to press.

This is the third time that Lalonde has introduced such a bill into Canadian
Parliament. In 2005 she introduced a private members bill (C-407) to legalize
assisted suicide in Canada. Had C-407 passed, the law in Canada would have
allowed any individual to "assist" someone to commit suicide with or without a
doctor present.

C-407 died on the table when an election was called in December 2005. Then
in June 2008 Lalonde introduced Bill C-562, a slightly revised version of C-407.
That bill also died when an election was called. Alex Schadenberg, Executive
Director of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, said he is very concerned about
the bill. "Our primary concern," he said, "is that euthanasia and assisted suicide
directly threatens the lives of the most vulnerable in society."

- with a report from LifeSite News  

March for Life

The League is pleased once again to support the national March for Life,
taking place in Ottawa May 13 to 15. Events begin Wednesday, May
13th with a Mass at St. Theresa’s Parish at 7:30 pm followed by a
Candlelight Vigil at the Canadian Tribute to Human Rights Monument.
On May 14th there is a Mass at Notre Dame Cathedral and a prayer
service at St. George Anglican Church, both at 10 am. At noon, the
gathering begins on Parliament Hill with the introduction of dignitaries
and select speeches. 

The March through the downtown streets begins at 1:30 pm and it will
take about an hour. At 2:45, the Silent No More Awareness Campaign
will have men and women damaged by abortion make presentations. At
4 pm, there will be closing prayers on the Hill. The evening reception
begins at 6 pm, followed at 7 pm by the Rose Dinner (advance purchase
required). A youth conference will follow May 15. For more
information, call 613-729-0379 or 1-800-730-5358, or follow the
March for Life links at campaignlifecoalition.com  to order or for more
information.  


