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PARLIAMENTARY UPDATE

League pledges to keep moral issues
on front burner with new government
League supporters and
coalition partners played
an active role in the Jan.
23 election, as campaign
workers
and
as
volunteers at the riding
level, and in numerous
cases as candidates. While a minority government is probably not
what those active in partisan politics had wished for, the League is
committed to working with the new government to promote
policies that will enrich family and community life, notably on
such questions as the definition of marriage, euthanasia and
abortion, and the government funding of anti-life causes. As of this
writing, it is too early to state definitively whether the change of
government will lead to significant legislative change. However,
the promised free vote on revisiting Bill C-38 could come at any
time, either as a vote on the definition of marriage or as a vote to
re-open committee hearings on the matter.
By most accounts, the ratio of those MPs who would support
traditional marriage in a free vote to those who would not would

be very close. In the new Parliament, probably 142 would vote in
favour of traditional marriage, 153 would favour keeping Bill C-38,
while the views of 13 more are unknown. The list at the end of this
article shows those MPs who would either vote in favour of
traditional marriage, or have indicated they would do so if a
majority of constituents express support for that viewpoint. League
supporters living within those ridings are encouraged to contact
the MP to encourage him or her to vote in favour of the traditional
definition of marriage.
By way of evidence, point out that a poll taken by Ipsos Reid in
February found that over half of respondents would oppose
toppling the government on the marriage issue, regardless of their
personal views on the subject. We also cite recommendations from
a recent Parliamentary Report on the Family and the Rights of
Children, presented to the government of France, that
recommended against same sex marriage and the adoption of
children by same sex couples. (See excerpts, Page 4.) These
recommendations are based on expert evidence about policies in
the best interests of children. This report is particularly significant
for public debate as it is based entirely on secular reasoning.
Continued page 3

Abortion: Could the tide be turning?
As the League noted in a press release Feb. 27, the Supreme Court of
Canada has refused to hear an appeal by two Manitoba women who
want the province to pay for abortions outside public hospitals. As is
customary, the SCC did not give its reasons for refusing leave to
appeal. This means the case must go to trial in Manitoba, as directed
by the province’s court of appeal last Fall.
The women started a class-action lawsuit against the NDP government
in 2001. They claim they had no choice but to pay for abortions at the
private Morgentaler clinic because the wait for a publicly funded
procedure at a hospital was as much as eight weeks. A Court of
Queen's Bench justice ruled in December 2004 that provisions in
Manitoba's Health Services Insurance Act that make women pay for
abortions outside public hospitals violate their charter rights. However,

a provincial court ruling last fall overturned that decision, and stated
that the issues warranted a full trial, not summary judgment.
At the time, League President Phil Horgan commented: “While it’s
unfortunate that the appeal ruling was substantially based on the
principles of summary judgment rather than on the issue of abortion
funding, we welcome any ruling recognizing that abortion is not
something the taxpayer is automatically required to pay for through
public health plans.”
While it must be emphasized that the case is moving forward on points
of jurisprudence and provincial rights in health care funding, rather
than respect for life, the insistence that the issue be dealt with could
signal the beginning of some genuine protection for the unborn in
Continued page 5

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Thomas Langan, President Emeritus

Hate aimed at the most sacred beliefs of people leads to death and destruction. The recent Danish
journalists’ cartoons reveal more about them than about their target. What were they after? Just a quick
laugh? Or do they see the challenge of Sharia as a nightmare version of the ‘moralism’ they so dislike
in Christians? Are the cartoonists afraid that their own way of life is threatened by the growing
percentage of Muslims among European populations? In such a case, isn’t making a tense situation
worse a very poor idea? (See related report, page 6.)
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Hate Kills

When hot heads swarm into the streets, physical damage is obvious, and half way measures of
reconciliation are taken. Yet the cartoonists and their supporters still show deep down insensitivity to
the harm they are causing by stirring up normally calmer Muslims to a frenzy. So the deeper impact
will keep festering. It is rather obvious that Muslim agitation the world over is itself also rooted in
insecurity and in the fear of losing a life-style. The point the cartoonists wish to make could be
achieved without such brazen riding over other people’s sense of identity.
The need to encourage respectful dialogue between communities with different lifestyles is every day
more obvious. Thoughtful co-operation must trump the futility of all forms of violence, from hidden
threats, to bullying ridicule, to screaming in people’s faces, to the murder of individuals. Bridges must
be built. No society can tolerate fighting hatred with hatred. This is not just a cry for mutual respect,
but for finding tools of rapprochement between people who really disagree about how they wish to
lead their lives.
For the problem is much broader than misunderstanding between Muslims and non Muslims. We
recently witnessed a typical partisan effort to arouse fear and hatred between rival political parties, in
a campaign which seemed at times totally uninterested in fairness, truth and the common good.
Fortunately, political animosities in mature democracies tend to stay clear of actual violence;
nonetheless, their impact on the freedoms and opportunities of the losers in the political correctness
game is strong. Part of the solution lies in all groups recognizing the other’s fear of losing their identity,
and giving them a chance to clarify and solidify the identity they wish to assume, while pointing out
where they threaten other communities.
We all can learn from this. Being fair to one’s opponents can paradoxically make them more moderate
and fairer. It is essential to stick to the real issues, avoiding the temptation to stir the worst instincts of
the crowd and present one’s opponents as sub-human and dangerous. As Rene Girard pointed out, the
societal instinct for scapegoating always lies just below the skin, especially at times of maximum
‘equality’. We live in perilous times and must stop playing with fire.
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League chapters were active throughout the election campaign in distributing our pamphlet and
raising awareness of the League. Chapters in both Moncton and Windsor-Essex are conducting
local membership drives. CCRL Antigonish is working with local public school boards in an
attempt to prevent the establishment of youth clinics that would dispense birth control and
abortion counseling without parental knowledge.
For information about joining a local chapter, please contact:
Antigonish: Mr. Sandy MacDonald, alecjohn@ns.sympatico.ca
Toronto: Luke Petrykowski, lukasz79@catholic.org
Vancouver: Edward DeVita, edevita@netsplash.ca
Windsor-Essex, Ont.: Bob Baksi, robert@baksi.com
Moncton, NB: James Ouellet, james@ouellet.ws
A graduate student is currently hoping to form a chapter in the Edmonton area. For information,
please contact Luke Campbell at: luke@ualberta.ca
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Throughout the campaign, the League provided non-partisan voter information on its website,
including downloadable articles integrating the official documents of the Church about the duties
of the Catholic voter and the Catholic politician. The site also included features to help people
locate their riding and their MP. As a member of the Defend Marriage Coalition, the League participated in a pamphlet briefly summarizing the positions of the major parties on some key moral
issues, and encouraging people to get involved in the democratic process. While the cost was an
important consideration for us, we also placed advertisements in the Church press highlighting party
views on some of these issues.
Going forward, we hope to join our Defend Marriage Coalition colleagues in professional polling
about the marriage question if resources permit. We encourage all our supporters to sign up for our
regular e-mail news service, and to check our website often for new information about League
activities.
The following MPs’ opinion about Bill C-38, and his or her vote on any new marriage bill, are
unknown (All BQ people are in Quebec ridings.)
Tina Keeper, Lib, Churchill, Manitoba.
Maria Mourani, BQ, Ahuntsic,
Claude De Bellefeuille, BQ,
Beauharnois-Salaberry,
Sylvie Boucher, CPC, Beauport-Limilou, Que.
Christian Ouellet, BQ, Brome-Missisquoi
Marcel Lussier, BQ, Brossard-La Prairie
Carol Freeman, BQ,
Chateauguay-Saint-Constant

Thierry St-Cyr, BQ, Jeanne-Le Ber
Andre Arthur, Ind.,
Portneur-Jacques-Cartier, Que.
Jean-Yves Laforest, BQ,
Saint-Maurice Champlain
Luc Malo, BQ, Vercheres-Les Patriotes
Gary Merasty, Liberal,
Desnethe-Missinippi-Churchill River, Sask.

These MPs have indicated they would give priority to constituents’ views
in any new vote on marriage:
Blaine Calkins, CPC, Wetaskiwin, AB
James Rajotte, CPC, Edmonton-Leduc
Mike Wallace, CPC, Burlington, Ont.
Rick Norlock, CPC, Northumberland-Quinte West
Bruce Stanton, CPC, Simcoe North
Daniel Petit, CPC, Charlesbourg-haute-Saint-Charles
Steven Blaney, CPC, Levis-Bellechasse, Que.
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French government commission
rejects same-sex marriage
A government commission set up at the request of the President of
the French National Assembly has concluded that homosexual
"marriage," adoption by homosexual couples and medically assisted
procreation for homosexual couples, should not be permitted by law.
The decisive factor in the report's conclusions, after an investigation
of more than a year, was the commission’s decision to act “to affirm
and protect children’s rights and the primacy of those rights over
adults’ aspirations.” An excerpt from the report follows.
The purpose of the Information Mission, which was created at the
request of the President of the National Assembly, was to propose
any change to the law and to administrative practices that are
necessary to better protect the rights of the child and to reflect
changes in the French family. For the purpose of this examination,
the Mission chose the best interests of the child as its guiding
principle because it is the responsibility of society, and especially of
its legislative bodies, to ensure that children are able to develop
harmoniously. This principle led to the Mission’s decision to affirm
and protect children’s rights and the primacy of those rights over
adults’ aspirations.
The Mission made every effort to hear all views on this subject. It
organized 14 round tables and heard 130 people, an expression of
the diversity of French society. It travelled to Spain, the United
Kingdom, Belgium, the Netherlands and Canada to assess the
reforms that have been undertaken in other countries.
The report sets out 100 proposals that require amendments to
existing statutory or regulatory provisions. Protecting children’s
rights without recognizing the existence of the “right to a child,”
supporting couples, holding parents accountable, strengthening
children’s connections with their origins, affirming the role of adults
who rear children alongside their parents, in single-parent or blended
families, and thoroughly reforming child protection: these are the
broad focuses of the work done by the Mission…
The Mission wanted to begin its work by examining the foundations
of the family and considering how it has changed and where it now
stands, because it wanted to see France as it is and not as it imagines
it is. This enabled the Mission to assess the extent to which families
are child-centred at present: given the rising instability of couples’
relationships, the child is increasingly seen as underlying the parents’
identity and as the foundation of the family unit; children today are
wanted, chosen; sometimes, children are even said to be a right.
Given these developments, the Mission is persuaded of the need to
make the best interests of the child the central factor in family law….

is not merely the contractual recognition of the love between a
couple; it is a framework that imposes rights and duties, and that is
designed to provide for the care and harmonious development of the
child. Foreign examples demonstrate this: countries that have made
marriage available to same-sex couples have all, simultaneously or
subsequently, authorized adoption by those couples and developed
systems for assisted procreation or surrogate gestation, to enable
those couples to have children.
It would in fact be incoherent, if couples were regarded as equal, to
remove the prohibition on marriage and preserve it for filiation.
Making marriage available to same-sex couples therefore
presupposes that they will also be given the right to adopt and
receive medical assistance for procreation, and even the right to use
surrogate mothers, because such couples are not fertile. The Mission
is divided on this subject. It considered the consequences for the
child’s development and the construction of his or her identity of
creating a fictitious filiation by law – two fathers, or two mothers –
which is biologically neither real nor plausible. Diametrically
opposed representations were made by the people heard on this
point, and they failed to persuade a majority of the Mission to
support recognizing a right to a child or a right to marriage, for samesex couples. A majority of the Mission does not wish to question the
fundamental principles of the law of filiation, which are based on the
tripartite unit of “a father, a mother, a child”, citing the principle of
caution. For that reason, that majority also, logically, chose to deny
access to marriage to same-sex couples.

2. Preserve the Rules that Apply
to Adoption at Present
A majority of the Mission wanted to preserve the rules that apply to
child adoption, which provide that this option is available solely to
married couples and single individuals. That majority did not go
down the road of making adoption available to unmarried couples,
because of the lesser permanency of such couples and the fact that
there is no judicial involvement in the event of separation. Adopted
children have already suffered the trauma of being abandoned, and,
quite often, being uprooted. They must therefore be given the
greatest possible protection from the risk that their parents will
separate. Marriage therefore offers children better legal security.
Contact the League at ccrl@ccrl.ca
for a complete copy of the report.

1. Preserve the Principles that Apply
to Marriage at Present

Please visit our website at:

The Mission considered the call for marriage to be available to samesex couples, and is of the view that it is not possible to think about
marriage separately from filiation: the two questions are closely
connected, in that marriage is organized around the child. Marriage

New this quarter:
Pope Benedict's first
encyclical. Text and
commentary.
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Houle case underscores need
to keep assisted suicide illegal

IN THE COURTS

Marielle Houle of Montreal was sentenced January
27 to three years probation after pleading guilty to
assisted suicide in the death of her son, Charles
Fariala. Evidence showed that she had placed a
plastic bag over his head to cause suffocation. The
League’s comments underlined the need to keep
euthanasia and assisted suicide illegal, and also to
help promote better care for the seriously ill, and
more support for those who care for them.
“Much as one sympathizes with family members in difficult situations,
this is the type of case that shows why assisted suicide and euthanasia
should remain illegal,” said League President Philip Horgan in a press
release. “Charles Fariala was in the early stages of multiple sclerosis.
By all accounts he was depressed, and feared the suffering that he
believed was ahead for him. He deserved care and treatment for
depression, not death.
“If euthanasia and assisted suicide were not crimes, not only the ill and
disabled, but even the depressed, would be at risk of premature death
at the hands of those closest to them, who are usually themselves in an
overwrought emotional state. The people involved in these situations
deserve better home care and other supports such as counseling,” said
Mr. Horgan. “Implying that it’s alright to kill someone with a disability
or an incurable but livable illness such as MS sends the wrong signal
about the inherent dignity of all human life; many people with these
conditions live full, active lives for many years.”

Kempling denied appeal
The Supreme Court of Canada has refused to hear an appeal by
Christopher Kempling, the Quesnel BC secondary school teacher
disciplined by the BC College of Teachers for writings critical of
homosexual conduct. Calling the decision “a sad day for all Canadians
who value the free exchange of ideas in the public square,” Dr.
Kempling vowed to continue the fight to be free to express his point of
view on homosexual behaviour.
An initial one-month suspension without pay came after the BCCT
objected to Dr. Kempling writing letters to the editor of the local
Cariboo Observer between 1997 and 2000 protesting what he
considered the promotion of the homosexual agenda in public
schools. Although he wrote the letters on his own time, BC courts

Continued from p. 1

found that the College of Teachers had the right to
impose disciplinary action. The League has been
involved in his case from the beginning, as a
member of Canadian Religious Freedom Alliance,
to support our belief that people’s rights to
peaceable freedom of expression should not be
curtailed by their occupations.

Dr. Kempling is continuing to defend himself,
pointing out that there has never been a complaint
against him by any student. Since the start of the
case, he has received another suspension, this time for a letter to the
editor outlining his objections to Bill C-38. He has since returned to his
teaching job, and plans to file a formal complaint with the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights.

Standing granted in Three Parent case
The Alliance for Marriage and Family, of which the League is a
founding member, has been granted intervenor status in the “Three
Parent” case. This challenge has been brought in Ontario court by two
women who are seeking to have three persons declared legal parents
to a child. The case began in 2003 when a London, Ont. boy’s natural
mother applied to have her lesbian partner made a third legal parent,
reportedly with the support of the biological father. Because the case
raises a question of broad public interest, hearings were postponed to
allow interested parties to apply for intervenor status. A date has not
yet been set for the case to begin.

Bill Whatcott Seeking Reinstatement
of Nursing License
A Saskatchewan judge has reserved judgment in the case of an
outspoken pro-life activist who wants his nursing licence back. Bill
Whatcott was fined and suspended from nursing in 2002 after
picketing Planned Parenthood Regina. The organization’s services
include abortion counselling. Mr. Whatcott said the organization’s
practices kill babies and cause AIDS. The Saskatchewan Association of
Licensed Practical Nurses suspended him for these alleged "professional misconducts" and fined him $15,000 (Civil Rights, March,
2005). Mr. Whatcott has led protests across Saskatchewan and Alberta
against abortion and the “gay rights’” agenda and has been fined by a
Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission tribunal for distributing
offensive leaflets. He is represented by League member Tom Schuck,
and with support from the Christian Legal Fellowship.

ABORTION: COULD THE TIDE BE TURNING?

Canada, still the only country in the western world without an abortion
law.
Polls consistently show that most Canadians do want some restriction
on abortion. While this has probably been the case since the
legislative vacuum came into effect in 1988, only recently have the
secular media begun to show limited support for a new abortion law.
The Calgary Herald recently declared its editorial position to be in
favour of “reasonable limitations” on abortion, citing medical
advances on viability and fetal pain, among other reasons.
Elsewhere, an opinion poll in January found most adults in England
support restrictions on abortion, which the country’s law now permits
up to 24 weeks of pregnancy. In most European countries, the

gestational limit is 12 to 18 weeks. In the US, the State of South Dakota
recently voted to ban almost all abortions in the State, while the
federal Supreme Court has ruled in favour of peaceful pro-life protests,
noting that extortion and racketeering laws cannot be used to ban prolife demonstrations.
Prime Minister Harper has said that he has no plans to introduce
abortion legislation, but with funding cases pending in Manitoba and
in New Brunswick, and the media at least discussing the possibility of
a need for change, Parliament may have to re-visit this question. We
have recently added several articles to our website under “Articles of
Interest” about the disconnect between public opinion, Canada’s nonlaw and our growing knowledge of pre-natal life.
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LEAGUE MEDIA WATCH
League comments on double standard
in cartoon coverage

Comedy Network about objectionable content in the Denis Leary
Christmas Special, we were simply told that humour is subjective.
Evidently this standard is sufficient for anti-Christian commentary.

The League received many calls from supporters and the public at
large during the recent controversy about the anti-Muslim cartoons
printed last fall in a Danish newspaper, and more recently in The
Western Standard. These comments showed a considerable range
of opinion on whether the cartoons fell within the normal bounds
of a free press. While some of the global political issues upon
which this controversy has touched are beyond the League’s
mandate, we were certainly struck by the double standard evident
in the Canadian media’s overall reluctance to print the cartoons. As
sometimes violent protest continued to mount about the cartoon
depictions of Mohammed in a Danish newspaper last year – a
publishing decision for which the newspaper later apologized –
most Canadian broadcast and press outlets refused to reprint the
cartoons, citing a wish not to offend the Muslim community.

Over the years the League has protested numerous outrages, such
as the cartoon at rabble.ca depicting the Pope as a Nazi,
inaccurate reporting of sex abuse scandals involving the Church,
even an art exhibit depicting a crucifix in a bottle of urine.

After the first few weeks of global protests, Tony Burman, CBC’s
editor in chief, news, asked in a public column on CBC’s website:
“What if those cartoons had instead focused on Christianity? And
on Jesus Christ or the Virgin Mary engaged in unspeakably
offensive acts?
In time, a student newspaper at the University of Saskatchewan
gave us part of the answer. Having declined to publish the antiMuslim cartoon, the paper later published a truly disgusting
cartoon showing Jesus engaged in a sex act with a pig. Although
the editor involved resigned and the university administration
demanded the newspaper apologize, we noted in a press release
that the incident, while admittedly extreme, was all too typical of
the double standard often seen in the coverage of religious groups,
since the publication itself had already said it would never publish
the anti-Muslim cartoons because of their offensive nature.
Is it possible that the debate arising from the cartoon controversy
may leave media executives with a heightened awareness of
religious sensibilities?
Comments League President Phil Horgan: “We would like to think
that the media were engaging in an effort to avoid unnecessary
insult by mostly refraining from publishing the cartoons, but we
know better from our own experiences. I suspect that we will
continue to see further mockery of Catholic teachings in the
future.”
The League has news clippings going back over 20 years showing
how almost all Canada’s major media deal with protest from
Christians, and we find little evidence of a reluctance to print or
broadcast material that most believers would find offensive.
For example, when the League recently expressed concerns to the
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Although Christianity has a strong traditional teaching of "turning
the other cheek", and praying for those who may persecute you for
your beliefs, we hope these recent incidents may awaken within
media outlets a recognition of a double standard concerning where
the bar is set for derogotary comment about Christians, compared
to other religious groups. Reporting the news and occasionally
engaging in satire to make a point are long traditions in the western
tradition of a free press. However, greater sensitivity to religious
viewpoints would be a welcome development.

League seeks decision from CBSC in
Christmas special
As noted above, the League contacted The Comedy Network last
December to express some concerns about The Denis Leary
Christmas Special, which the network aired several times just
before Christmas. The show included some extremely vile content
about the doctrine of the Virgin Birth. In its reply, the network
agreed that the humour in the show was not to everyone’s taste,
but said that it did fall within acceptable limits given previous
Canadian Broadcast Standards Council (CBSC) rulings on religious
content. Because the League is not aware of a single CBSC ruling
that has criticized offensive or blasphemous commentary against
Christian beliefs, we have sought a decision about this show from
the CBSC.

Will & Grace episode re-written
In February, NBC issued a statement saying the episode of “Will
and Grace,” which was allegedly going to feature Britney Spears
hosting a cooking segment called “Cruci-fixins” on a Christian TV
show, will not air. The League was among the organizations to
express concern to local affiliates when earlier reports suggested
the content would be defamatory to Christians, especially since the
show was scheduled to air Holy Thursday. As criticism escalated,
the network made the questionable claim that its own press release
had described the show incorrectly. Be that as it may, current
reports indicate that the episode will not contain any Christian
characterizations. The League thanks its supporters who expressed
concerns to network affiliates. Similar protest in January helped get
the show “Book of Daniel”, an evening soap based on an
Episcopalian minister with a dysfunctional family, cancelled after
only a few episodes.

League supports complaint
to Ontario Press Council
Supporters may recall the column last fall by Toronto Star
columnist Joe Slinger, in which he sharply criticized Pope
Benedict’s alleged plan to excommunicate Paul Martin and other
Catholic politicians whose voting records are clearly at odds with
Church teachings. As we pointed out in a letter published by the
Star, few columnists found it unusual when political leaders
demanded a degree of solidarity from their caucus on similar
subjects. The column was the subject of at least 50 complaints to
the Ontario Press Council. The League was pleased to provide
theological opinion on the canon law points raised, in support of
the complainants. The council unfortunately dismissed the
complaint, saying that the satirical column was obviously not
meant to be taken seriously.

“The Da Vinci Code” film
to be released in May
Concern is growing that the film “The Da Vinci Code”, to be
released in North America May 19, will be replete with serious
inaccuracies presented as facts. The movie, based on the best
selling novel of the same name by Dan Brown, is based on the
theory that Jesus and Mary Magdalene married and had children
whose descendants survive, and that the Church, through the lay
group Opus Dei, has conspired to cover up this “truth.”
The US Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights placed a
quarter-page ad in the New York Times asking the movie’s director,
Ron Howard, to place a disclaimer at the beginning of the movie
stating it is a work of fiction. The prelature of Opus Dei has issued
a press release expressing the hope that the final version of the film
will not contain references hurtful to Catholics.

“We have no desire for controversy, and there will not be a boycott
or anything similar. We will continue to approach this situation
with transparency, serenity and a constructive spirit,” Opus Dei
said in its statement. “The Da Vinci Code offers a deformed image
of the Catholic Church. The publicity surrounding the book and
the film provide a good opportunity to offer a picture of the Church
as it truly is.
“Many people feel pained by The Da Vinci Code's lack of respect
for the beliefs of Christians. We invite them to express these
feelings peacefully and constructively, by spreading awareness
about educational or charitable projects carried out by Catholics in
Africa, or by making a small donation to support them.”
Sony has reiterated its view that The Da Vinci Code is a work of
fiction. The work is "not a religious tract, and it is certainly not
meant to criticize any group, religious or otherwise," Jim Kennedy,
a spokesman for Sony Pictures Entertainment, commented.
No one at CCRL has seen a preview of the movie. With that
cautionary note, we would neither recommend it nor call for a
boycott, but emphasize to anyone who might see it that it is indeed
a work of fiction based on “facts” dismissed out of hand by all
serious scholars. We will provide online and media resources to
document the true story.

Rosary as “fashion statement”
unacceptable
Thanks to the League members who took the clothing chain “West
Coast” to task for using rosaries as jewellery in a fashion display in
a Mississauga, Ont. store over the Christmas season. Although the
manager later claimed that the accessory in question was a plain,
beaded necklace with a cross on it, rather than a rosary, she did
cooperate in removing it in response to customer and League
concerns.
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CCRL in the news

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

A selection of recent, published or broadcast
media interviews given by CCRL officials.

Sweden’s high court clears pastor

The I-Channel, Feb. 28, League President Phil Horgan
in a panel on separation of Church and state.
Catholic Register, Feb. 12, League President Phil Horgan
on assisted suicide with respect to the sentencing of
Marielle Houle.
Calgary Herald, Jan. 28, Executive Director Joanne
McGarry on activities of religious groups in the election
campaign.
Le Devoir, Jan. 22, Ottawa Director Richard Bastien on
Christian influences in the election campaign.
League national election advertising: Catholic Register,
BC Catholic, Atlantic Catholic, week of Jan. 20.
The Interim, January edition: Joanne McGarry on BC
Human Rights Tribunal ruling in Knights of Columbus
hall rental;
League participation in the Institute for Canadian Values
“Embrace Democracy” conference.
BC Catholic, Jan. 2, Catholic Register Dec. 25, League’s
election resource page featured in overview articles.
Catholic Register, Jan. 1, Phil Horgan on same sex
marriage politics.

The high court of Sweden has found pastor Ake Green not guilty of the crime of
“hate against a minority” with respect to a sermon he gave about homosexuality.
The 5-0 ruling, handed down in late 2005, maintained that Rev. Green’s sermon
was protected by freedom of speech and religion. Rev. Green had been convicted
and sentenced by a lower court in 2004 for his so-called hate speech. While the
media have falsely claimed that Green referred to homosexuals as a “cancerous
tumor” on society, Green told the courts he was referring to homosexual acts, not
persons. In fact, the only similar reference in his 2003 sermon was this line:
“Sexual abnormalities are a deep cancerous tumor in the entire society.”
Chair of the court, Justice Johan Munck, commenting on the case, said that the
judges had taken into consideration earlier judgements passed down by the Court
of the European Union in Strasbourg, France.

New Zealand channel carries South Park episode
A New Zealand Catholic organization, Family Life International, has called
broadcasters to task for showing an episode of the satirical animated series “South
Park” that they say is libelous and blasphemously obscene. The episode, “Bloody
Mary,” aired Feb. 22 on the New Zealand Channel C4. The station is owned by
Canada-based CanWest Global Communications.
The program was shown Dec. 8, 2005 in the US, with some availability in Canada
on satellite services. (The League investigated at the time and could find no
evidence that the episode had originated on any Canadian network.) The show
included jokes about blood spurting from a statue of the Virgin Mary. Following a
strong protest by the US Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights, the US
network Comedy Central said it would not re-run the episode.
The New Zealand protest included the reading of a letter from the country’s
bishops meant to be read at all Masses, suggesting that the faithful protest the
program by boycotting other shows and advertisers on the television network.
- with a report from LifeSite News

Ottawa Citizen, Dec. 30, Montreal Gazette Jan 3, “Law
and Morality can’t be Separated” by Richard Bastien.

Development update
24 Hours Vancouver, Dec. 15, Joanne McGarry on the
Christmas culture wars.
Ottawa Sun, Dec. 1, Joanne McGarry on plans for
League election activities.
Catholic Register, Dec. 11, Joanne McGarry and Phil
Horgan on League participation at the Brebeuf Social
Justice Symposium.
BC Catholic, Dec. 5, Joanne McGarry on Knights of
Columbus hall rental case.

Early response to our spring development appeal has been gratifying. We thank all
those who have returned their forms, and encourage everyone who is able to
donate at this time to respond as quickly as possible. Please share the appeal with
anyone who may be interested in our work Your generosity will help us continue
to meet the many challenges the League faces.
Do we have your current e-mail address? As part of the appeal, we’re also
encouraging people to sign on for our e-mail news service. In addition to
information about League activities, this service also includes articles of interest
and events of interest to our supporters. These bulletins go out every week or two,
so if you haven’t had an e-mail from us lately, it’s because we don’t have the right
e-mail address for you.
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