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CCRL CONGRATULATES THE LANGANS
ON PAPAL HONOURS

Vote on revisiting
marriage question
promised for the Fall
Since the resumption of Parliament, the League has been working
with other pro-family organizations across Canada in the Defend
Marriage Coalition to promote a winning vote in Parliament in
support of traditional marriage. After some MPs and cabinet ministers
let it be known that they would prefer not to revisit the question,
especially since no one was contacting them about it, we urged all
our supporters to speak out. No legislator should have the impression
that no one seems to care about the issue. Perhaps partly because of
our efforts, Prime Minister Harper has now pledged to hold a free vote
on revisiting the marriage issue in the Fall.
The League and its coalition partners are encouraging people who
support traditional marriage to speak with their MPs during the
summer recess, visiting their constituency offices if possible. Even if
the MP is a marriage supporter, it is worth reminding him or her that
this viewpoint has substantial support in the riding. Those who are on
record as being in favour of same sex “marriage” should realize that
Continued page 5

The League congratulates its
co-founder, Dr. Thomas
Langan, and his wife, Dr.
Janine Langan, who received
Papal Honours at St.
Michael’s
Cathedral,
Toronto, June 20 for their
outstanding contributions to
the Church.
Professor Janine Langan was
named Lady of St. Sylvester
for her work as adjunct
professor at St. Augustine’s
Seminary and for her coordination of the Christianity and
Janine and Tom Langan at papal awards’ ceremony
Culture program at the
University of St. Michael’s College. Professor Tom Langan became a
Knight of St. Sylvester for his outstanding service as a Catholic
educator, and for his long-term leadership of the Catholic Civil Rights
League.
“We know our entire membership joins us in congratulating Tom and
Janine on this happy occasion,” said Phil Horgan, President of CCRL.
Continued page 8

No truth in Da Vinci phenomenon
By Fr. Thomas Rosica, C.S.B.
The Da Vinci affair - both the book and the movie - has become a major
cultural phenomenon reflecting, on the one hand, the ignorance of
millions of people and, on the other, the delight the media take in
promoting an entire product line that has nothing to do with the truth.
***See ccrl.ca/actionitems for more great resources on Da Vinci Code***
The whole debate has been coloured by the Muslim riots over Danish
cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed over the past year.
Dan Brown's story contains the big themes of Gnosticism (the secret way
to truth); anti-Catholicism (which seems to appeal to many non-Catholics
and far too many Catholics); the new age doctrine of returning to the
sacred feminine; sex (the ultimate liberating force); and fiction as history
(the growing contemporary theory that truth is less important than
perception.)

He has repeatedly said in interviews that part of what he is doing in this
book is presenting a heretofore "lost history" to readers, and that he is glad
to be doing so. The basis of Brown's book is this: Jesus, a mortal teacher of
wisdom, was intent on reintroducing the notion of the "sacred feminine"
back into human consciousness and experience. He drew followers, and
was married to Mary Magdalene, whom he designated as the leader of his
movement.
Brown continues his wild theory stating that Jesus died but never rose from
the dead; his resurrection was a fiction later created by the Church to
increase its power. According to Brown, Constantine turned Jesus into a
resurrected God in order to subjugate pagans by imposing upon them a
new religion.
Brown's natural consequence is that the Catholic Church has spent
centuries lying, cheating and murdering people to keep these facts secret.
Certain illuminati have always been aware of these secrets; among them
Leonardo daVinci, who hid a code explaining as much in his paintings.
Continued page 7

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Thomas Langan, President Emeritus
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Teaching our children
If you are not sex-obsessed yourself, you may wonder why so many of the issues we deal with are
ultimately related to sex issues; why the media and the entertainment world are seemingly dealing
with little else. Clearly, living creatures must come to be through sexual attraction, hence its power
on individuals of all species. We humans have managed to turn this attraction into perversions, making
it into an end in itself. In a society such as ours, it is imperative to develop in our youth a sound
awareness of this attraction, of its impact on them, and of ways to deal with it properly. Its dangers
must be made to appear frightening, because it is extremely dangerous.
We see everyday how abuse of sexuality leads to infidelity, rape and even murder and all kinds of
societal tensions. Not even over-eating is so deadly damaging. Not only does uncontrolled sex break
up families with the resulting harm to child development, not only does it spread devastating diseases,
it unleashes untold violence. Thought must be given by each of us on seeking ways to help our
children to deal with this great, but potentially devastating force. Parents are the ones best placed to
educate them in this area. Whatever you might think about peer pressure or school control over their
time, during the sexually formative years, parental influence is what has the greatest impact on
children, according to the most recent research. We cannot just send our off-springs to good schools
and hope for the best.
But to be effective, we must do our homework ourselves. Keeping out of the family sphere perversion
of all kinds is vital, certainly. We must sit our kids down time and again to discuss the potential impact
of their peers’ behaviour honestly; we must find the best opportunities to discuss the various related
issues; we must learn to bring our input at the most opportune time in each child’s development. But
we must also have facts on which to ground our teaching. Collectively, parents must increase their
practical wisdom in these complicated and delicate matters. It pays to share our knowledge. The
wisdom acquired through a single nuclear family does not suffice. Connect with other serious families.
Be aware that numerous organizations are collecting such information for our sake.
Catholiceducation.org is one website which is doing a remarkable job of offering bi-weekly latest
information on all topics interesting to educators, sex education of course being a major one.
Let us never forget, by the way, that the Church is developing the teaching of John Paul II on this issue
– his theology of the body is being made available to non-theologians by good popularizers; look for
it. The American bishops are doing great work in this area. With seventy years of experience of
cooperation with our children becoming parents themselves, providing an element of trust prevails,
my wife and I have found that traditional Catholic sexual morality turns out (surprise!) to be singularly
wise and remarkably palatable, if positively presented as a path to growth as a person and as training
for love – the real thing.
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP
League President addresses Toronto CWL convention
President Phil Horgan addressed the recent archdiocesan convention of the Toronto Catholic
Women’s League to discuss the importance of its resolution on upholding freedom of religion
and freedom of conscience in the day-to-day application of marriage legislation. Mr. Horgan
noted that the so-called gay rights agenda had already caused problems for religious organizations that refuse to rent halls for same sex “wedding” receptions, and marriage commissioners
who choose not to marry couples of the same gender. He also cited the experience of union
members whose compulsory dues are used to finance the gay rights’ message, in some cases
through direct material aid.
The CWL resolution called on provincial and territorial governments to enact legislation for the
solemnization of marriage which guarantees the absolute protection of the conscientious and
religious rights of religious groups; clergy; church personnel and persons affiliated with churchowned property, buildings, grounds, facilities and related resources; volunteers and volunteer
agency personnel; employers and employees of religious organizations; staff of religious schools
and school boards; parents, and students who refuse to recognize, host, teach, support, or
participate in any way in the solemnization of same sex marriage in Canada. The resolution
passed, and will go to the provincial CWL convention in July.

Antigonish seeking new President
League Director Sandy MacDonald is completing his three-year term as president of Antigonish
chapter. Opportunities to stand for election will be discussed at the chapter’s annual meeting in
July.
In its recent annual report, Antigonish chapter reports a number of successful activities
throughout the year, including a pre-election symposium that encouraged Catholics to vote in a
way consistent with Catholic teaching. The chapter also successfully lobbied for the funding of
two pro-life societies at St. Francis Xavier University. During the federal election campaign, the
chapter did some non-partisan lobbying and ran local advertisements outlining the positions of
the major parties on issues of interest to the League. The chapter has also actively opposed
some unsuitable content in the family life program of the Strait Regional School Board. It
recently opposed the establishment of clinics in public schools that would have the option of
dispensing birth control advice without parental knowledge or consent.

BC approves “gay friendly” curriculum
VANCOUVER – The provincial government has agreed to include gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered issues in school curriculums to settle a long-standing human rights complaint
filed by two Vancouver men. Under terms of the settlement, the Ministry of Education and
Ministry of the Attorney-General agreed to launch a review of the entire B.C. curriculum to
ensure that classroom discussions around diversity include sexual orientation and gender
identity, as well as race, ethnicity and gender equality. In return, the two men will drop a
complaint they filed with the BC Human rights Tribunal in 1999 alleging systemic sexual
discrimination in BC schools.
"I would expect that a lot of provinces would probably be having a look at what we're doing
today," Education Minister Shirley Bond said. The ministry emphasized the broad scope of the
new course and the fact that it will be optional. Ms. Bond said it is still up to individual school
districts to offer the course, and then it's up to the students to take it.
League members are encouraged to follow this issue closely at the local school board level. We
have already seen instances where even the most non-confrontational requests to withdraw
children from such classes are denied.
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IN THE COURTS

League applauds Sask.
Appeal Court
Decision in Owens
case

The League applauded the April
decision of the Saskatchewan Court
of Appeal, which unanimously
overturned a 2002 decision and a previous human rights commission
ruling that an advertisement criticizing homosexual conduct and citing
Bible passages was hate literature.
The League intervened as part of the Canadian Religious Freedom
Alliance (CRFA), before the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal in the case
of Hugh Owens v. Human Rights Commission (Sask).
Mr. Owens had an advertisement published in the Saskatoon StarPhoenix in 1997 of two stick men holding hands with the universal
symbol of a red circle with a diagonal bar superimposed over top.
References to four Bible passages: Romans 1, Leviticus 18:22, Leviticus
20:13 and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 were included. The case had been
interpreted by some as promoting the "Bible as Hate Speech or Hate
Literature" based upon the decision of the lower court, which left it
unclear whether Biblical texts alone can violate the Saskatchewan
Human Rights Code.
In a unanimous decision handed down last week, the Saskatchewan
Court of Appeal overturned the lower court decision and stated that
the Bible passages in and of themselves, and as presented in this case,
do not violate the Saskatchewan Human Rights Code.
"We’re pleased to see a decision on freedom of religion and freedom
of expression based on an objective analysis rather than on a
subjective assessment of the complaint of a purported victim or
victims,” said League President Phil Horgan. “By discussing such
elements as context and the place of sacred texts in public debates on
morality, the judgment provides some needed clarification on freedom
of religion and freedom of expression in human rights’ legislation.”
Saskatchewan Court of Appeal Justice Richards, in delivering the
decision, stated that although the advertisement was "bluntly presented
and doubtless upsetting to many, the essential message conveyed ... is
not one which involves the ardent emotions and strong sense of
detestation, calumny and vilification required" for a definition of hate
speech.
Justice Richards also made it clear that the Bible, or any other sacred
text, cannot serve as a licence for acting unlawfully against gays and
lesbians and that each case must be decided on its individual merit in
terms of context, timing and intent.
“This decision confirms that passages contained in the Bible cannot
and should not in themselves be deemed hate literature," said Mr.
Horgan. “Instead, it discusses the need to see the passages in the
context of a broader public debate, and an assessment of the Bible as
a whole. The court recognized, albeit grudgingly, that a core element
of Christian morality is the distinction between criticizing behaviour
while recognizing the inherent dignity of the human person, popularly
referred to as ‘hating the sin but loving the sinner’. The decision
should stand for the ability to address arguments about morality, and
especially sexual morality, based on sacred texts, as part of a robust
public debate.”
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“Bubble-zone” case opens in BC
The Canadian Religious Freedom Alliance, of which the League is a
member, has been granted intervenor status in the BC Court of Appeal
in the appeal of Gordon Watson and Don Spratt. They were convicted
in 1998 of violating the Access to Abortion Services Act (the so-called
bubble zone law) that prohibits pro-life sidewalk counseling outside
abortion clinics. They are appealing this conviction, challenging the
constitutionality of the bubble zone law.
The Access to Abortion Services Act prohibits people from engaging in
“sidewalk interference and protest” within 60 ft of an abortion facility
or the homes or offices of its staff. Spratt and Watson were within the
zone holding signs and a large wooden cross and attempted to pass
literature to a client of the Everywoman’s abortion facility. The signs
read “Abortion is Murder” and “Unborn Persons have a right to live.”
CRFA argues that the bubble zone law violates freedom of expression.
Other intervenors include Canadian Nurses for Life and the BC Civil
Liberties Association. The civil liberties group is arguing in this case
that although “there may be cases in which a bubble zone is
appropriate to protect “women’s reproductive freedom,” the process
for creating them is not “sufficiently transparent and accountable.” A
coalition of women’s groups is intervening in support of the bubble
zone law.

Three parent case
Arguments will begin in the Ontario Court of Appeal in September in
the “Three Parent Case”. A coalition of intervenors including The
League has been granted leave to intervene in the appeal in support of
the traditional definition of family in Ontario. The case involves the
attempt to have parental status conferred on three persons: the
biological mother and father, and the mother’s lesbian partner. The
issues raised by the case include the jurisdiction of the court to confer
parental status on more than two persons, with its implications for redefining or re-interpreting such fundamental concepts as mother,
father, parent and family.

Union dues’ diversion sought due
to marriage issue
The League has expressed its support for a federal government
employee who is seeking federal judicial review of the Canadian
Human Rights Tribunal’s refusal to hear her complaint in her union’s
refusal to permit her to divert mandatory dues to charity. In the
application filed in April in federal court, League member Susan
Comstock of Toronto asks that the court require the CHRC and the
union to hear the application, or declare the Commission’s findings
invalid. A hearing date has not yet been set.
The League supports the complaint because the payment of mandatory
union dues is one of the many areas where legislation in support of gay
“marriage” creates problems for freedom of religion and freedom of
conscience in the workplace. Since her case became public in
numerous media outlets, other union members have come forward to
express their own concerns about the use of their dues.
If the federal court upholds the CHRC's decision, the only realistic
hope for the thousands of union members seeking a dues diversion
based on union advocacy for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
issues would be a change in provincial and federal labour laws
addressing the issue.

Continued from p. 1

VOTE ON REVISITING MARRIAGE QUESTION

support for the traditional definition remains strong, and could
influence future elections. Those who have no voting record on the
subject should also be contacted, particularly if their views on the
matter are not known. If an in-person visit is not feasible, phone calls,
letters or e-mails should be used.
There are several lists of MP voting records available on line. If you are
uncertain of your MP’s intentions, we can look it up for you (e-mail
ccrl@ccrl.ca or call 416-466-8244).
As its first post-election initiative, the Defend Marriage Coalition wrote
to the leaders of all the individual faith groups in Canada requesting
that they become actively involved in the next stage of the marriage
debate, leading up to the promised vote. This letter is available, in
English and French, on our website. As the group press release states,
the traditional definition of marriage not only protects the best interests
of children and their families, but is also important in order to properly
protect religious freedoms in Canada.
An online petition in support of traditional marriage is available
through the website www.restoremarriagecanada.ca
In addition to its participation in court cases involving the public
expression of religious views, especially on the topic of marriage, the
League continues to monitor workplace situations. One example
affecting thousands of people involves union members who, on
religious grounds, object to their dues being used to provide active
support for the gay rights’ agenda. See Courts Update (Page 4) for
further news about freedom of religious and freedom of conscience
cases, including pro-life challenges.

In other developments in Ottawa, the League has expressed its support
for Federal Justice Minister Vic Toews’ intention to raise the age of
consent for sexual intercourse to 16 from the current 14. This change
has been sought by numerous police and parents’ organizations to
help combat Internet luring of youth by adults. The legislation would
include a close-in-age exemption so that sexual activities between
young people would not be criminalized. In most western
democracies, the age is 16.
Also of interest to League supporters, on May 17 MP Leon Benoit
introduced a private member’s bill (C-291) calling for separate
criminal charges when an unborn child is harmed or killed in the
course of a violent crime against its mother. However, as of this
writing, Bill C-291 has been deemed non-votable by the parliamentary
sub-committee.
The League has also called on Prime Minister Stephen Harper to
reconsider his pledge not to re-open the abortion question in Canada.
In a letter from executive director Joanne McGarry, the League cited
current news reports in The Western Standard, LifeSite and The
National Post that abortions are being chosen in Canada solely
because tests show the unborn child is a girl. (See CCRL in the News,
Page 7.)
“We appreciate that existing professional guidelines prohibiting this
“choice” on the part of parents and health care professionals are by
their nature difficult to enforce. Indeed, many people would argue that
they are impossible to enforce in the absence of any law or sanction
around abortion in general,” the letter stated. “The despicable practice
of eliminating healthy fetuses because they happen to be female
merely shows where a non-law enshrining “choice” on this question
can lead us.”

Marriage not equality issue, says bishop
Waterloo, Ont. – The call to accept all persons as equal and to
oppose discrimination against homosexuals must never overshadow
the call to protect the sacrament of marriage, Bishop Fred Henry of
Calgary said April 21.
Speaking at a sold-out fundraising dinner hosted by Defend
Traditional Marriage and Family of Kitchener-Waterloo, and attended
by numerous League members, Bishop Henry said Bill C-38 was a
wake-up call for the Christian community. “Perhaps the Christian
community had been too complacent. But we cannot let this
sacrament be trashed any longer.”
Bishop Henry expressed concern about a ‘gay rights’ agenda that sees
the right to marry as a powerful psychological weapon for overall
acceptance, and the implications this can have for the civil rights of

those who uphold the traditional definition of marriage. In addition
to marriage commissioners and others employed in wedding-related
businesses, this includes teachers who object to the inclusion of
homosexual relationships in family life programs. Even those who
speak publicly about their beliefs can be vulnerable, as Bishop Henry
himself learned when he was brought before the Alberta Human
Rights Tribunal for statements he made in a newspaper column. The
charges have since been withdrawn (Civil Rights, December, 2005).
However, he also noted that signs of hope have emerged, such as
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s expression “God Bless Canada”,
and the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal’s decision in the Hugh
Owens’ case that an advertisement including Bible passages was not
hate literature (see report, Page 4).

An investment in the future
Please remember our work when you are writing
or updating your will. A bequest to The Catholic
Civil Rights League will help us have a positive
impact on our culture for our children and
grandchildren.

Please visit our website at:

http://ccrl.ca

New this quarter:
Special section on
countering the
Da Vinci Code
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LEAGUE MEDIA WATCH
Radio license granted to homosexual group
The League expressed concern about the CRTC decision in early April to
grant an FM radio license to Rainbow Media Group for a station devoted
to gay and lesbian interests.
The CRTC (Canadian Radio Television and Telecommunications
Commission) has refused to grant licenses to religious groups, largely
based on a 1993 policy prohibiting single-faith broadcasters, and the
general principle that public air space is finite and should not be allocated
to special interest groups.
"If the issue is the fair allotment of limited airspace, then the CRTC has
failed to open the process equally to all groups," said League President
Phil Horgan. "If space can be made available to one group or another to
serve unique interests, then all such groups should be considered equally.
There is nothing in the CRTC decision to allocate this license that could not
be said of the religious groups that have applied for licenses and been
refused in the past."

Easter “journalism” unfair to Christians, says League
The League’s annual sampling of Easter programming yielded some high
quality movies and newspaper articles but also some unwelcome attempts
to turn old news into an effort to discredit the faith. We applauded movies
such as CBC’s dramatization of the life of Pope John Paul, and other
networks’ airing of Bible-based movies such as The Ten Commandments
and Exodus, which help Christians reflect on the holiest season of the
liturgical calendar. However, the League lamented the airtime and ink
made available to those whose only interest in Christianity is to deconstruct it, sometimes for commercial gain.
While news events made these stories topical, coverage of the so-called
"Gospel of Judas" and the court case rejecting claims of plagiarism in the
writing of "The Da Vinci Code," both led to extensive, prominent
interviews questioning the origins of Christianity. Michael Baigent, who
lost his case alleging that The Da Vinci Code was based on his research,
wasted no time on the interview circuit promoting his next book, which
alleges that Jesus survived a crucifixion that he and Pilate staged together.

Says Tom Langan, co-founder and president emeritus of the League, "I've
been critical of what passes as investigative journalism about religion for
many years, and I can't recall seeing any other religion having its major
feast days marked by efforts to "prove" that the central tenet of their faith is
untrue. Nevertheless, believing Christians know that the death and
resurrection of Jesus is not only historical fact, but also an everlasting truth,
unlike the fact-today, fiction-tomorrow environment in which the news
media operate. The victory over death that we celebrate at Easter will be
with us long after today's 'hot story' has been forgotten."

Resource site created to help debunk Da Vinci Code
To coincide with the opening of the movie, the League launched a new
section on its website to help correct the series of lies and half-truths so
engagingly presented in the Da Vinci Code. The League very seldom either
recommends or calls for a boycott of a movie, but we hope the articles and
books recommended in this section will be helpful to people whose
viewing of the movie leaves them with questions about the true origins of
Christianity. As President Phil Horgan noted in our press release launching
the website, "It should be remembered that this book and the movie are
commercial enterprises as much as artistic efforts. Box office success is
driven by the celebrity of the film's stars, the craft of a movie's makers,
and the publicity machine upon which they are sold. The success it has
is at one level a recognition of the important place that the Catholic
Church enjoys in the modern world.”

Sensitivity urged in the use of religious imagery
Thanks to the League members who alerted us to the use of a video clip of
the elevation of the chalice in a news item June 2 about same sex marriage
on CTV Newsnet. The League has been in touch with the network to point
out that opposition to same sex “marriage” is neither limited to religious
people, nor uniquely Catholic. We also encouraged them to use greater
sensitivity in their use of sacred images. In this case, a shot of one of the
may non-sectarian marriage rallies held across Canada in recent years
would have been far more suitable.

CCRL in the news

The Interim, May, 2006, Phil Horgan on FM radio licence granted to
gay outlet.

A selection of recent, published or broadcast media
interviews given by CCRL officials.

BC Catholic, April 24, Phil Horgan on Hugh Owens free speech case

Western Standard, June 5, Executive Director Joanne McGarry on the
selective abortions of females.
Ottawa Citizen, May 23, President Philip Horgan on same sex
“marriage” vote

Catholic Register, April 30, BC Catholic April 24, President Emeritus
Tom Langan and Phil Horgan on anti-Catholic defamation in news at
Easter time.
Toronto Sun, Ottawa and Edmonton Sun and others via Canadian
Press, April 14, CCRL and union member uphold right to dues
diversion.

Toronto Sun, May 21, Philip Horgan on “The Da Vinci Code.”
“Northwest Morning”, CBC Thunder Bay, May 18, Joanne McGarry
on “The Da Vinci Code”
“Metro Morning,” CBC Radio Toronto, May 17, Joanne McGarry on
“The Da Vinci Code.”
CityOnline, City TV, Toronto, May 17, President Phil Horgan on “The
Da Vinci Code”
The BC Catholic, May 1, CCRL on union dues’ diversion issue.
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Catholic Register, April 16, Phil Horgan on proposal to raise age of
consent.
LifeSite, April 19, CCRL and individual member uphold right to
union dues diversion
Catholic Register, April 9, article by Joanne McGarry “Faith based
views must be heard”
The I-Channel, Feb. 28, League President Phil Horgan in a panel on
separation of Church and state.

Continued from p. 1

NO TRUTH IN DA VINCI PHENOMENON

Brown's attack on the very person and mission of Jesus Christ, must be
named for what it is: a form of religious profanity. Why should Christians
be expected to sit by while the media hails a movie that insults Christ, our
Saviour and Lord?
For many people The Da Vinci Code is not just entertainment. It has
become the source for "pseudo-knowledge" or "secret information" about
the Christian faith. Many people often receive through fiction what they
would be on guard against in reasoned, informed debate.
Shortly before he was elected Pope one year ago, Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger preached the homily at the pre-conclave Mass, warning against
the rise of "a dictatorship of relativism." That theme has continued
throughout the first year of his Pontificate.
Relativism is nothing more or less than the deconstruction of all objectivity
in our perceptions of reality. Accordingly, there is no real, objective and
historical truth, only those notions which each special proponent offers as
his own idea of truth. Isn't this the crux of the whole Da Vinci Code
phenomenon?
A dictatorship of relativism recognizes nothing as absolute. Believers who
try to uphold the values of their faith are often labeled as fundamentalists.

CCRL in the news (continue)

Relativism is powerful in Western life, evidenced in many areas from the
decline in the study of history and literature, through to the triumph of
subjective values and the downgrading of marriage and family life.
For Christians, Jesus said, "I am the Truth," and for this countless good men
and women throughout the ages have lived and died. Nobody lives and
dies for relativism and I doubt that anyone will die for Dan Brown.
If you are interested to know who Jesus really was and what he preached
about, I encourage you to pick up the New Testament. If you wish to know
his consolation in your life, spend some time before one of his countless
images. If you wish to encounter him in a deeply personal way, try the
Sacramental Life of the Church. You might be surprised at what you find
and who you meet.
- © Toronto Sun, May 21, 2005. Used with permission of the Toronto Sun
and the author.
. Fr. Thomas Rosica, C.S.B., is the C.E.O. of the Salt and Light Catholic
Media Foundation and Television Network. He lectures in Sacred Scripture
at the Faculty of Theology at the University of St. Michael's College in
Toronto. You can e-mail him at rosica@saltandlighttv.org

BC Catholic, Jan. 2, Catholic Register Dec. 25, League’s election
resource page featured in overview articles.

Catholic Register, Feb. 12, League President Phil Horgan on assisted
suicide with respect to the sentencing of Marielle Houle.

Catholic Register, Jan. 1, Phil Horgan on same sex marriage politics.

Calgary Herald, Jan. 28, Executive Director Joanne McGarry on
activities of religious groups in the election campaign.

Ottawa Citizen, Dec. 30, Montreal Gazette Jan 3, “Law and Morality
can’t be Separated” by Richard Bastien.

Le Devoir, Jan. 22, Ottawa Director Richard Bastien on Christian
influences in the election campaign.

24 Hours Vancouver, Dec. 15, Joanne McGarry on the Christmas
culture wars.

League national election advertising: Catholic Register, BC Catholic,
Atlantic Catholic, week of Jan. 20.

Ottawa Sun, Dec. 1, Joanne McGarry on plans for League election
activities.

The Interim, January edition: Joanne McGarry on BC Human Rights
Tribunal ruling in Knights of Columbus hall rental.

Catholic Register, Dec. 11, Joanne McGarry and Phil Horgan on
League participation at the Brebeuf Social Justice Symposium.

League participation in the Institute for Canadian Values “Embrace
Democracy” conference.

BC Catholic, Dec. 5, Joanne McGarry on Knights of Columbus hall
rental case.
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PAPAL HONOURS

“Tom and Janine are being recognized for truly being salt of the earth
and light of the world. They are respected scholars, authors, and
teachers, active in their faith community, role models for thousands
whose lives they have touched over the years, mom and dad to their
children, grandpa and grandma to their grandchildren, and of course
husband and wife.

Board of Regents at Athol Murray College of Notre Dame, Wilcox,
Sask, and as a Consultor for the World Organization for the Family,
Vienna. He was chairman of the Spiritual Development Committee of
Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of Toronto, from 1981 to 1983. He is
a graduate of St. Louis University and the Institut Catholique de Paris.
Dr. Langan is the author of many books.

“They can take credit for bringing thousands closer to Jesus Christ, and
for helping many of us to have a deeper and richer knowledge and
experience of the faith. It is only fitting that they be recognized by
these papal honours. However, it is really recognition of how blessed
we are to have Tom and Janine in our lives.

Professor Janine Langan is a member of the faculty of philosophy at the
University of St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto. She was the
first person named to the William J. Bennett Chair in Christianity and
Culture, which was established in 1999. She was coordinator of the
Christianity and Culture Programme at St. Michael’s from1979 to
1987. Dr. Langan has been guest lecturer at numerous conferences
throughout North America. A native of France, she received her BA
from Smith College, Northampton, MA, teaching certificates from
Sorbonne and the University of Toronto, and PhD from the University
of Toronto.

“The words of the Magnificat are appropriate. Tom and Janine truly
magnify the greatness and glory of God.”
Tom Langan was part of the original steering committee that
established CCRL in 1985. He served as president for many years,
helping to guide the organization from a loosely-organized group of
volunteers to a professional organization with a full-time staff and
national support base. He is now President Emeritus and writes a
regular column in Civil Rights (see Page 3).
Professor Tom Langan was on the faculty of philosophy of the
University of Toronto from 1967 to 1994, with St. Michael’s College
from 1978 to 1994. Dr. Langan served as chairman of the Commission
on the Family for the Archdiocese of Toronto, as a member of the

Dr. Langan was on the Denver, 1993 World Youth Day Committee for
the Toronto archdiocese, and also organized the attendance of a group
of students from the University of Toronto. She attended the event with
them, sleeping on the floor when necessary and participating in
numerous seminars.
The Langans are both active in the Communio movement, and
contribute frequently to its journal and conferences. They live in
Toronto, and have five children and 11 grandchildren.

League hosts Toronto luncheon

Membership reminders

The League hosted a luncheon for Toronto-area supporters June 14 at
the University of St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto. Guest
speaker Dr. Moira McQueen, director of the Canadian Catholic
Bioethics Institute, discussed the challenges with how the media cover
bioethics’ issues. She described how the case of Robert Latimer,
currently serving a prison term for killing his severely disabled
daughter, elicited some troubling press coverage suggesting at least
implicitly that Tracey Latimer’s disability justified so-called “mercy
killing”, whereas Catholic teaching upholds that all life has intrinsic
dignity and value. (Text of the talk is available on our website.) Dr.
McQueen reminded the audience of the importance of approaching
bioethical issues with our Catholic faith and our intellect, using
caution with the press’s unique power to use language that can sway
us at the emotional level.

The League asks your cooperation in sending your renewal
instructions as soon as possible when you receive your annual
reminder. As of this writing, as many as a third of the renewal
notices we’ve sent in the past quarter have still not been returned.
Many of these same people have been in touch with us on other
subjects, and sent donations in response to appeals, so we have no
reason to think they want to discontinue support. However, it makes
our record keeping a lot simpler when we receive your renewals in
a timely way. You always have the option of assigning a donation,
or any part thereof, to your renewal fee.
Please also let us know of changes of address (especially e-mail
address), as well as the death of a family member who has been a
League supporter in the past. Your promptness will help us save on
postage and administrative costs.
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