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Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960)
Article 2
When permitted in a State, the following situations shall not be deemed to constitute
discrimination, within the meaning of article 1 of this Convention:
( b ) The establishment or maintenance, for religious or linguistic reasons, of separate
educational systems or institutions offering an education which is in keeping with the
wishes of the pupil's parents or legal guardians, if participation in such systems or
attendance at such institutions is optional and if the education provided conforms to
such standards as may be laid down or approved by the competent authorities, in
particular for education of the same level;
Article 5
1. The States Parties to this Convention agree that:
( a ) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to
the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; it shall
promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious
groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of
peace;
( b ) It is essential to respect the liberty of parents and, where applicable, of legal
guardians, firstly to choose for their children institutions other than those maintained by
the public authorities but conforming to such minimum educational standards as may
be laid down or approved by the competent authorities and, secondly, to ensure in a
manner consistent with the procedures followed in the State for the application of its
legislation, the religious and moral education of the children in conformity with their own
convictions; and no person or group of persons should be compelled to receive
religious instruction inconsistent with his or their conviction.

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)
Preamble
The States Parties to the present Convention,
. . . Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural
environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly children,
should be afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume
its responsibilities within the community.
Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her
personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness,
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love and understanding. . .
Article 5
States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where
applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local
custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in
a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and
guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the present Convention.
Article 29
1. States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:
(c) The development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cultural identity,
language and values, for the national values of the country in which the child is living,
the country from which he or she may originate, and for civilizations different from his or
her own;
(d) The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of
understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples,
ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin;
2. No part of the present article or article 28 shall be construed so as to interfere with
the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions,
subject always to the observance of the principle set forth in paragraph 1 of the present
article and to the requirements that the education given in such institutions shall
conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.
Article 30
In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indigenous
origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be
denied the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or
her own culture, to profess and practise his or her own religion, or to use his or her own
language.

Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief (1981)
Preamble
The General Assembly,
. . .Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenants on Human Rights proclaim the principles of non-discrimination and equality
before the law and the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief,
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Considering that the disregard and infringement of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, in particular of the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or
whatever belief, have brought, directly or indirectly, wars and great suffering to
mankind, especially where they serve as a means of foreign interference in the internal
affairs of other States and amount to kindling hatred between peoples and nations,
Considering that religion or belief, for anyone who professes either, is one of the
fundamental elements in his conception of life and that freedom of religion or belief
should be fully respected and guaranteed, . . .
Article 1
1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This
right shall include freedom to have a religion or whatever belief of his choice, and
freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.
2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have a religion
or belief of his choice.
3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or belief may be subject only to such limitations
as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or
morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.
Article 5
1. The parents or, as the case may be, the legal guardians of the child have the right to
organize the life within the family in accordance with their religion or belief and bearing
in mind the moral education in which they believe the child should be brought up.
2. Every child shall enjoy the right to have access to education in the matter of religion
or belief in accordance with the wishes of his parents or, as the case may be, legal
guardians, and shall not be compelled to receive teaching on religion or belief against
the wishes of his parents or legal guardians, the best interests of the child being the
guiding principle.
3. The child shall be protected from any form of discrimination on the ground of religion
or belief. He shall be brought up in a spirit of understanding, tolerance, friendship
among peoples, peace and universal brotherhood, respect for freedom of religion or
belief of others, and in full consciousness that his energy and talents should be devoted
to the service of his fellow men.
4. In the case of a child who is not under the care either of his parents or of legal
guardians, due account shall be taken of their expressed wishes or of any other proof of
their wishes in the matter of religion or belief, the best interests of the child being the
guiding principle.
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5. Practices of a religion or belief in which a child is brought up must not be injurious to
his physical or mental health or to his full development, taking into account article 1,
paragraph 3, of the present Declaration.

Declaration on the Rights of the Child (1959)
Principle 7
The best interests of the child shall be the guiding principle of those responsible for his
education and guidance; that responsibility lies in the first place with his parents.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966)
Article 18
1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This
right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and
freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.
2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to
adopt a religion or belief of his choice.
3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations
as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or
morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.
4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty
of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral
education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.
Article 23
. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State.

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(1966)
Article 10
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:
1. The widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the family,
which is the natural and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for its
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establishment and while it is responsible for the care and education of dependent
children. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending spouses.
Article 13
3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty
of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children schools,
other than those established by the public authorities, which conform to such minimum
educational standards as may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the
religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.
4. No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of
individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to
the observance of the principles set forth in paragraph I of this article and to the
requirement that the education given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum
standards as may be laid down by the State.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)
Article 16
1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion,
have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to
marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.
2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending
spouses.
3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State.
Article 18
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right
includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship and observance.
Article 26
3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their
children.
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