VOL. 9 NO. 4

December 2006

PARLIAMENTARY UPDATE

CCRL comments
on marriage
vote in Parliament
The League was disappointed but not surprised by the result of the Dec. 7
vote on introducing legislation to restore the traditional definition of
marriage, which failed by a vote of 175 to 132.
“The issue remains an important one, and one that will continue to
emerge in many contexts," said League President Phil Horgan. "Even
though much of the civil rights damage done by re-defining marriage is
likely to remain with us, a vote to restore the traditional definition as a
matter of law would have lessened much of this impact, and helped
support the needs of children for a stable home environment and
upbringing by their father and mother.”
Current polling results show that 89 per cent of Canadians agree strongly
or very strongly with the UN position of equality for all, but also that, as
far as possible, children have the right to know and be cared for by their
parents. This has implications for marriage legislation since the right to be
legally married implies the right to be considered equally for adoption and
assisted reproduction.

How the motion was worded:
“That this House call on the government to introduce legislation to
restore the traditional definition of marriage without affecting civil
unions and while respecting existing same-sex marriages.”
Some MPs who had opposed same sex “marriage” in the past refused to
vote in favour of this motion, some because they didn’t want the issue reopened, others claiming the motion had been crafted to fulfill an election
promise but otherwise crafted to fail. As proof of the latter point, they
pointed to the motion’s inclusion of civil unions and “existing same sex
marriages.” The final result probably moves the question out of the parliamentary realm at least until the next election.
The civil rights damage done by the present legislation includes intrusions
into the public school system, where homosexual relationships must be
given equal recognition with heterosexual marriage regardless of parental
views; challenges to marriage commissioners who wish to decline to
solemnize same sex ceremonies; challenges to business owners and
managers who on religious grounds do not wish their property to be used
for the solemnization or celebration of same sex ceremonies; the use of
mandatory union dues to promote same sex rights. The League has
provided assistance to people facing all these situations.
Continued page 8

Social change key
to understanding attacks
on family, League told
The re-definition of marriage in law, and other attacks on the family,
cannot be addressed in isolation but must be seen as part of a larger
transition in society, William Gairdner, chairman of Enshrine Marriage
Canada (EMC), told CCRL’s annual general meeting Nov. 2.
“When a society evolves from an organic democracy to a radical
democracy, which has happened in Canada as it has in much of the
Western world over the past few decades, our sense of giving priority to
the common good gives way to the freedom of the individual,” said Mr.
Gairdner, a retired professor, businessman and author of many books
including ‘The Trouble with Democracy’(2001) and ‘The War Against the
Family’ (1993). “We are encouraged to find our ‘true selves’ outside of the
bounds of authority. Institutions that traditionally put individual rights
second to those of the group, such as organized religion and strong
‘patriarchical’ family structures, usually don’t survive this transition.”
This emphasis on the right to choose one’s own values and beliefs, Mr.
Gairdner said, is accompanied by the belief that since all moral standards
can be chosen, all are equal. “This is not true – clearly not all moral
choices are of equal value to society – but that the idea has taken hold
firmly is not in doubt.”
The debates on same sex “marriage”, in the media as well as in our courts
and Parliament, showed how those who continue to believe that the
rights of the group supersede those of the individual, are marginalized.
Those who came forward to uphold the traditional understanding of
marriage – the heart of civil society – were often berated publicly for their
views, or dismissed out of hand as ‘homophobic’, Mr. Gairdner recalled.
When challenged, Mr. Gairdner said, courts and governments chose to
extend family status and benefits to all household forms, rather than
excluding those that do not have the same value or consequences to
society as the traditional form. The exclusion of same sex ‘marriage’ from
legal recognition could be justified when the needs of society, as served
by the traditional family, were paramount, but not when the wishes and
needs of individuals must come first.
Discussing how this change in focus has played out in schools and
popular entertainment as well as in Parliament and the courts, Mr.
Gairdner said we can begin a re-building process only after society as a
whole acknowledges that a problem exists and begins to move to a truer
understanding of democracy guided by social good.
Continued page 8
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By Thomas Langan, KSS
President Emeritus

Our personal frustrations often lead to a temptation of hating the other. Hatred is a strong word, but small
accusations of evil - whether aimed at family and friends or at people we only read about- are more damaging
than we dream of; damaging not only to the object of our hatred (in ways we never intended), but even more
damaging to ourselves. Hatred gnaws at our very guts. There is nothing as destructive as condemnation on our
part in matters over which we have no real direct responsibility, and hence very limited insight. Even superficial
negative thoughts can spread like a hideous disease. Our energies are limited. If we concentrate them on a search
for the Truth, and on efforts to spread it and build up the good things that are within our range, peace will expand
and deepen. Which is what life is all about.
What inspired me to these musings ? A request to respond to attacks of every sort and degree of virulence against
religion in general, focusing on Catholicism as the epitome of what is wrong with ‘organized religion’. The Great
Hall of the University of Toronto, and many Canadian papers, resounded recently to much irresponsible ranting
- ‘I believe that the main source of hatred in the world is religion’ (Hitchens); ‘I would ban religion completely’
(Elton John)’; ‘the public face of the most organized religion tells a story… of irrelevance, hostility and hypocrisy’
(Janice Kennedy agreeing with them in the Ottawa Citizen).
Anyone aware of the history of government involvement in ‘banning religion’ during the past hundred years
should flinch at even suggesting such a course of action. ‘At the end of the second millennium, the Church has
once again become a Church of martyrs… this witness must not be forgotten’ said John Paul II in Tertio Millennio
Adveniente. Robert Royal attempted to respond to this challenge in his Catholic Martyrs of the Twentieth Century
(Crossroads, 2000) It sketches a picture of murderous persecutions by more or less totalitarian secular states in
Mexico, Soviet Russia, Spain, Ukraine, Nazi controlled areas of Europe, Albania, Romania, El Salvador, China,
Korea, Vietnam. The number of victims is awesome, and impossible to specify. Hundreds of thousands have
simply vanished silently.
It is easy to unleash hatred against ‘religion’, which implies hatred and persecution of those who practice it, make
no mistake about that. ‘You will be hated by all nations because of my name’ (Matt. 5:10) is still literally
applicable. Why? In answer to this question, Royal quotes Bishop Walsh, one the first Maryknoll missionaries in
China. ‘Christianity is not a private way of salvation…; it is a way of world salvation and a philosophy of total
life. This makes it a sort of dynamite. So when you send missioners out to preach it, it is well to get ready for some
explosions’. This is equally true in our libertarian society as it is in more obviously totalitarian ones.
‘Remembering martyrs’, Royal concludes, ‘is different than the kind of process whereby .. commissions try to
bring perpetrators of crimes to justice.. Their death reveals, like Christ’s, an unexpected structure inherent in the
very world we inhabit. That world is always enslaved to passion, greed, hunger for power, envy and a host of
other vices. The only way out of the endless cycle of wrong and punishment is the free willingness to suffer wrong
and forgive without revenge. The Christian story changed several cultures on those principles. It is still available
to change our own.’
So let us not waste energy on condemning those who condemn us; let us rather focus on discovering more deeply,
on living and spreading the Truth for which we are responsible, at whatever cost to us, for the sake of our own
‘culture’. Let us choose to remain ‘witnesses’ to Christ and the Love that makes it worthwhile to live, remembering
that martyr simply meant witness, originally.
That is a large endeavor. Therefore, I would suggest that our energies should be directed at the constructive
opportunities in our lives. We should keep away from thinking and expressing damnations of ‘the others’, who
happen to be our brothers and sisters and our responsibility. Our energies must go exclusively to this: Allowing
God to work through us for life and progress. We should not waste ourselves on one ounce of negativity, but
instead meditate on this polarity between fruitful good and destructive evil. Judging is playing God, which is
harmful and confusing. Let us instead catch, every day, any opportunity to be God’s instrument for Love; and such
opportunities include attacks on our beloved church. The question is: How can we turn them into occasion for
growth in truth and rejection of the obscure and the destructive? Sincerely practiced, our creative tendencies hold
the key to happiness. Christ Jesus in His life and teaching has made this crystal clear, if we remain unafraid and
open to the splendor revealed through Him and the cloud of witnesses that surrounds him. For which we must
give thanks every day of our lives.
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In British Columbia, two homosexual activists, Murray and Peter Corren, have signed an unprecedented agreement with the provincial government, giving them unique status as consultants in the
development of a K-12 curriculum intended to inculcate acceptance of homosexual conduct and
relationships. Moreover, the Ministry has agreed to keep secret the details of the control exercised
by these private individuals and activists. Thus, the government has given private interests special
privileges in what is supposed to be a public enterprise - public education - and hidden their consultations from public view by the terms of a private contract signed behind closed doors.
The League has joined with other groups in attempting to get the government to open the ongoing
secret curriculum consultations to the public, arguing that government's conduct violates principles
of transparency and accountability that ought to inform the conduct of responsible democratic
government. Of even greater concern is the government's stated intention to compel all children to
take the new curriculum, even if their parents object. In consultation with other groups opposed to
the Corren agreement, the League is corresponding with District Parent Advisory Councils and the
60 public school boards about this issue.
The Student Union at UBC's Okanagan campus in Kelowna held a special meeting in late November
and refused to register the campus pro-life club, thus depriving it of the facilities available to other
student clubs. "UBC boasts that it is preparing students ‘to become exceptional global citizens,’" said
Sean Murphy, Western Director of the Catholic Civil Rights League. "They seem to have succeeded.
The UBC students who registered this vote do seem to be the exception. Most people around the globe
are struggling for the kind of freedom trashed at UBC Okanagan. And Canadians the age of these socalled ‘exceptional global citizens’ are risking their lives for it in Afghanistan" (League press releases,
Nov. 27). The League is corresponding with the affected students and university authorities to garner
support for freedom of expression at UBC.
BC members of the League who are interested in assisting with these initiatives should contact Sean
Murphy (604-485-9765 ccrl-west@ shaw.ca) or Ed De Vita (edevita@shaw.ca). Please let us know if
you have an e-mail address, as e-mail is a cheap and effective method of communication and can
greatly facilitiate networking.

Moncton chapter spearheads letter-writing drive
MONCTON, NB - League members in Moncton gathered hundreds of signatures for letters to editors
across the province encouraging MPs to vote in favour of traditional marriage during the December
vote. The letters, which emphasized the benefits of traditional marriage for children, were made
available in English and in French, and were published in many local papers. For information about
joining or assisting Moncton chapter, contact Sister Cecile Leblanc at cecilevie@hotmail.com.

Windsor-Essex finds new headquarters
WINDSOR, Ont. - The chapter has a "home" in the Diocesan Regional Center in Windsor, though the
group hopes to conduct many of its meetings in parishes in Windsor-Essex County. Chapter President
Bob Baksi recently made a presentation about the League to the Essex County Deanery, with a
presentation to Windsor Deanery scheduled for Dec 13th. Chapter members are also working with the
local “Upfront” magazine in an effort to combat anti-Catholic content in the publication. Inquiries
about Windsor-Essex chapter activities should be sent to Mr. Baksi at robert@baksi.com.

Nova Scotia chapter seeks parental consent
requirement for school clinics
ANTIGONISH, N.S. - The local League chapter has been working for much of the past year to inform
parents of the potential risks of Youth Health Centres in local schools. Among other functions, these
clinics would be able to dispense contraceptives and advice about birth control without parental
involvement. The chapter is proposing that all students using the centres for any reason should be
required to have signed parental consent. In addition to press releases and advertisements in local
media, they also made a presentation to the Strait Regional School Board meeting Dec. 6. For more
information on Antigonish chapter, contact Don McLellan at don_maclellan@hotmail.com.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
British Airways backs down on cross ban
after global protest
LONDON, England - An outpouring of condemnation and criticism
from within the UK and around the globe finally convinced British
Airways to withdraw its controversial ban on workers wearing a visible
cross, the Daily Mail reported Nov. 25.
Airline chief executive Willie Walsh made the announcement five
hours after the Church of England threatened to sell its £6.6 million
worth of BA shares in response to the ban.
Mr. Walsh had led the airline in its refusal to concede employee Nadia
Eweida’s right to wear a small visible cross around her neck while in
uniform. The airline had defended the ban by saying the rule applied
to all visible jewelry--Miss Eweida was free to wear the cross so long
as it did not show.
Muslim and Hindu employees were permitted to wear headscarves
and turbans, however, which the airline said would be “impractical”
to conceal beneath uniforms. Critics condemned the policy as a
double standard that openly discriminated against Christian
employees.
In a statement, Mr. Walsh said it was clear that policy would have to
change, saying the airline would look at adapting the rules to ‘allow
symbols of faith to be worn openly.’
At an appeal earlier, the airline again ruled against Miss Eweida, who
had been on unpaid leave for the previous two months. That ruling
unleashed an onslaught of criticism and calls for boycotts from Church
leaders and politicians alike.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams said the airline’s
anti-cross stance was “deeply offensive.”
“If BA is really saying or implying that the wearing of a cross in public
is a source of offence, then I regard that as deeply offensive and, in a
society where religious liberty and the expression of religious
commitment is free, I regard it as something really quite serious.”
Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, head of the Roman Catholic
Church in England and Wales, spoke out against the airline policy, as
did Muslim spokesman Inayat Bunglawala of the Muslim Council of
Britain, who said, “BA should allow this lady to wear her cross. It is
simple and unobtrusive.”

cures for diseases like Parkinson's and Alzheimer's, as well as spinal cord
injuries, diabetes and arthritis.
The emotional debate on the legislation introduced by a former health
minister, Sen. Kay Patterson, began Monday. Opponents, including Health
Minister Tony Abbott, warned that therapeutic cloning is open to abuse
and could create animal-human hybrids.
Parliament passed Australia's first laws on stem cell research in allowing
scientists to extract stem cells from spare embryos intended for in vitro
fertilization but preventing them from using them for cloning.
Should the bill pass the House, all cloned embryos would have to be
destroyed within 14 days and could not be implanted in a woman.
Last minute amendments to the bill proposed by the Australian Democrats
minor opposition party, increased from 10 to 15 years the prison sentence
for flouting safeguards designed to prevent abuse of embryonic cloning.
Another amendment prevented researchers from getting licenses for
creating human-animal hybrid embryos.

UK Bishops Warn Student Unions Ban of
Christian Groups “Intolerant and
Unlawful”
Leading Anglican Bishops were joined by the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Portsmouth in warning university student unions that banning Christian
groups from campuses was illegal, in a letter published Nov. 22 in The
Times.
"Christian students at many of our universities are facing considerable
opposition and discrimination in violation of their rights of freedom of
expression, freedom of belief and freedom of association,” the bishops
wrote.
Student union associations at three universities, Exeter, Birmingham and
Edinburgh, have responded to increasing pressure from homosexual
activists on campus by banning groups who oppose homosexuality from
operating on University premises.
The University of Edinburgh student union refused to allow a Christian
group to hold a course promoting abstinence and married-centered
sexuality on the university campus, after complaints from students that
advertisements for the course opposed homosexual activity. Objections to
the course came largely from the Gay and Lesbian Society at the
University, Christianity Today reported.

Australian Senate OKs Cloning Embryos
Australia's Senate has narrowly voted to lift the country's ban on cloning
human embryos for stem cell research. The bill, which was approved 3432, would relax rules on stem cell research and allow therapeutic cloning
of embryos for medical research. The House of Representatives still needs
to pass the bill before it becomes law, but lawmakers had expected the
Senate to pose the biggest hurdle.
Scientists hope stem cell research will eventually lead to treatments or
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The bishops said banning Christian groups was “intolerant and unlawful,”
and called for reinstatement of the Christian unions currently suspended
“with full society rights forthwith as a student society forthwith.”
Signatories to the letter included seven evangelical Church of England
bishops, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Carey of Clifton, and
the Rt. Rev Crispian Hollis, Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth and lead Bishop
of Higher Education.
(With reports from The Daily Mail, Associated Press and LifeSite News.)

Alliance seeks to protect family in
Three Parent case

IN THE COURTS

Arguments were heard in late September in the
Ontario Court of Appeal in the so-called “three
parents case.” Lawyers for the Alliance for
Marriage and Family argued in court that its
members have a “common cause” to protect the
“traditional family unit in Canadian society and
law.”
The case involves a lesbian couple raising a
child conceived by artificial insemination. Both
women want to be considered the legal mother of the child. The
biological father is also actively involved in the child’s life. If their case
is successful, it will mark the first time a child would have three legally
recognized parents.
The AMF, composed of the Catholic Civil Rights League (CCRL), REAL
Women of Canada, the Evangelical Fellowship (EFC), Focus on the
Family, and the Christian Legal Fellowship, opposes the change on the
basis that the law has always recognized two parents for a child, for
good reasons.
The case has been positioned as an equality issue since same sex
couples require the assistance of a third party to conceive. This, in the
view of the applicants and their lawyers, creates discrimination when
the non-biological parent must adopt in order to gain legal status. As
Ontario law only allows for two parents, by birth or adoption, the
biological father would have to give up the legal status of parent in
order for this adoption to occur.
Lawyers for the Alliance argued that the Ontario Children’s Law
Reform Act cannot be read to allow more than two parents, who are
presumed to be the natural parents unless adoption occurs. As such,
the equality argument fails. This household is being treated in exactly
the same way as a heterosexual couple in a situation of assisted
reproduction, or divorce and remarriage. Both realities require a
biological parent to give up legal status before an adoption can occur.
The Alliance for Marriage and Family was the only intervenor to
caution the court that the issues raised by this case are best determined
in the legislature. Only through the legislative process would there be
an opportunity for public hearings, and a full consideration of the
implications of allowing more than two persons to have legal parental
rights.
Assisted reproduction and same sex marriage have created many
situations not foreseen by family law. If such laws must be changed,
the rights and needs of children should be the guiding principle. It is
a principle unlikely to be served if the definition of parentage hinges
only on the legal grounds of what is possible under the Charter of
Rights.
A decision is expected later this winter.

Regina activist refuses to pay fine
An outspoken critic of the Saskatchewan Human Rights Tribunal has
refused to pay a $17,500 fine levied against him for pro-life picketing
and pamphleteering, even if he fails to get the decision overturned. Bill
Whatcott was ordered to pay the money to four people after they
complained about leaflets critical of homosexual conduct that he put
into their mailboxes in Regina and Saskatoon in 2001 and 2002. The

ruling followed a 2005 hearing by the
Saskatchewan Human Rights Tribunal, in which
it was decided Mr. Whatcott showed “a clear
pattern or practice of disregard for protected
rights”. But he appealed that decision, with
arguments heard Nov. 9. His lawyer, League
member Tom Schuck, argued that it puts “a chill
on free speech” if people have to constantly
worry that what they say may put them at odds
with the Human Rights Commission. The judge
reserved decision in the case.
- Regina Leader Post

Carleton students’ union votes
to disallow pro-life club
The Carleton University Students’ Association voted Dec. 5 to disallow
campus clubs that are not “pro-choice.” The matter came to a vote
when the campus group Lifeline sought club status, which would
allow it to meet and advertise on school property (League press
releases, Nov. 28).
This proposal would be troubling enough in isolation, but the League
knows of several similar incidents on other campuses. Students at the
University of British Columbia Okanagan voted to disallow a pro-life
club (report, page 3). Information about a pro-life club was not
accepted for frosh kits at University of Toronto this year, and there have
been proposals to ban student Christian clubs at some universities in
England.
And as League President Phil Horgan recalled, “Who can forget the
example set by instructors themselves at Ryerson’s convocation last
spring, when some of the faculty turned their back on Margaret
Somerville during an honorary degree presentation because they don’t
agree with her on the redefinition of marriage? This was a plain attempt
to inhibit freedom of speech and probably sent a powerful message to
students about what viewpoints to bring to class.”
Freedom of religion and conscience, as well as freedom of expression,
are Charter values that all universities should uphold. The League
hopes a solution can be found to reverse this undemocratic decision.

Membership and development update
The League’s executive team would like to thank all our
supporters for your generous response to our recent
Autumn development appeal. You made it possible for us to
participate in some pre-vote polling on the marriage
question with our coalition partners and place some new
advertising to help the League grow. The referral of new
subscribers is always a good way to help us. Why not
consider a membership or donation to the League as a
Christmas present for a friend or family member who is
interested in our work? You can do this by phone
(416-466-8244), e-mail to ccrl@ccrl.ca, or at our website.
In all your correspondence with us, please ensure that we
have your current e-mail address so that you receive our
regular news bulletins.
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LEAGUE MEDIA WATCH
CBC ignores protest, shows “conspiracy” theory
on sex scandal
It was disappointing to note that CBC Newsworld’s “Passionate Eye”
chose to air “Sex Crimes and the Vatican” Nov. 13. This BBC-produced
show was so controversial when it aired in England in October that
Britain’s most senior Catholic churchmen issued a public statement
and open letter criticizing the network’s attempt to implicate Pope
Benedict in covering up allegations of sex abuse, and the use of false
presentation of Church documents in doing so. The League has written
to CBC to express concerns about its decision to re-broadcast the
program. As we noted in our letter, it is not League practice to
comment on the overall quality of programs we haven’t previewed,
and the evil of child abuse and the need to report and punish offenders
regardless of their occupation are not in question.
We did, however, provide background information on the so-called
secret documents that the program reportedly implied are used to
cover up allegations of child sexual abuse. Canon lawyers who have
read the documents agree they do nothing of the sort, but as Cardinal
Cormac-Murphy made clear in his letter, no Church official was ever
invited to provide information or assistance of any kind in the making
of this program.
Of course, our efforts don’t mean that the program won’t be shown
again, only that enough accurate information has been provided to
make a media professional committed to balance think twice about it.
If you see the show in any programming schedule, contact the
broadcaster to tell them why you won’t be watching.

Protest leads to changes in Madonna concert
It was gratifying to note that protests by numerous Christian groups,
including the League, caused NBC to do some editing and not show
pop star Madonna suspended from a giant cross and wearing a crown
of thorns during a broadcast taken from her "Confessions" tour. After
initially refusing to make any changes, citing contractual obligations
and claiming the scenes were not offensive, the network finally agreed
to make some changes about a week before the Nov. 22 broadcast.
Conflicting information was being given by local affiliates just days
ahead of time.
It is gratifying that the protest was successful in getting the most
problematic scenes removed. Nevertheless, the network shouldn’t
have needed hundreds of thousands of e-mails and calls to know that
letting a rock star use the crucifixion as a stage prop is unacceptable;
NBC showed much more sensitivity to Muslims last Spring when it
refused to show the “Mohammed cartoons” during newscasts. The
League therefore recommended that TVs be turned to some other
channel that evening, or turned off altogether.

Guelph film festival draws protest
A group headed by League member Stella Mott picketed the opening
of the Guelph International Film Festival in early November over a
documentary by Quebec filmmaker Alexandra Guité. The Art of
Resistance is one of two works that was featured in the gala opening
of the festival. The documentary looks at Argentine artists who use art
to deliver social statements. The Guelph protesters object to a scene
involving the work of dissident artist Leon Ferrari. They say it is
disrespectful to Christ and Catholicism. "My objection has to do with
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sculptures from Leon Ferrari that make a mockery - almost a
blasphemous statement - regarding Christ and his mother Mary," said
Mrs. Mott.
In keeping with our general policy on films we have not seen, the
League did not ask for the film to be dropped from the lineup. We did,
however, ask that a jarring advertisement for it – showing the crucified
Christ nailed to a fighter aircraft – be removed from the festival’s
website, since in the absence of any surrounding context it appeared
to be nothing more than the misuse of a religious image for advertising
purposes. Since this achieved nothing more than an invitation to the
festival and an even larger reproduction of the image, we were glad
that the local community was able to mount and follow up on a
substantial response. Concerned Christians are now hoping to meet
with City Council in the new year to help develop clearer guidelines
on what type of films can be shown on municipal property.

Double standards thrive
On recent editions of CBC’s “The Hour”, host George Strombopolous
had no problem expressing deserved criticism of Michael Richards’
tirade against blacks during Richards’ attempt at standup comedy. He
has been equally critical of Mel Gibson’s well-publicized anti-Semitic
tirade against the LA police. So what stopped him from allowing a sick
joke later in the show (Nov. 30) about sex abuse in Catholic residential
schools? Nothing at all. Is his commitment to fairness (and against
hypocrisy) any reason to refrain from an even sicker joke about the
Pope’s sexual inclinations? Evidently not.
People who would- quite properly - never insult racial and ethnic
minorities should realize it isn’t appropriate to mock religion, whether
it’s a creed followed by the many or the few. The League has written
to “The Hour” to this effect. Our national broadcaster should not
exempt the so-called youth market from standards of fairness and
balance.
As U.S. Catholic League president Bill Donohue recently commented,
comparing the reaction to Michael Richards’ racial outburst to the
ongoing, unprovoked anti-Catholic tirades of CBS radio host Penn
Gillette: “(We can see that) racism and anti-Semitism are
unacceptable, even when expressed in frustration or when inebriated,
but anti-Catholicism is okay, even when expressed repeatedly and
done intentionally. The problem here is not with Richards, Gibson or
Jillette—the problem is with all the phonies who claim to be horrified
by bigotry.

Note on Christmas specials
Television networks had not issued their final Christmas schedules as
Civil Rights went to press, so we will do our best to provide updated
information in our weekly e-mail membership messages. We have
heard that the Comedy Network intends to show the Denis Leary
Comedy Special again. Since our efforts to secure an apology for
blasphemous content in this show last year took up a significant
amount of time and proved to be of no avail, we can only advise
members not to watch it.
At the movies, The Nativity Story is proving a popular choice with
Christian audiences for its retelling of the first Christmas. This is the
first feature film ever to premiere at the Vatican. That premiere, held
Nov. 26, benefited construction of a school in the Holy Land.

St. Catharines, Ont. Standard, Oct. 10 – Joanne McGarry on papal
speech at Regensberg University

CCRL in the news
A partial listing of media engagements on our members’ behalf since
our last edition.
Christian Post, Dec. 1, 2006 – League quoted in support of religious
freedom re. pro-life groups being banned from campus
Ottawa Sun, Nov. 29, 2006 – League Executive Director Joanne
McGarry in support of pro-life group at Carleton University
Catholic Register, Nov. 19, League President Phil Horgan discusses
proposed protections for religious freedom in marriage legislation
Catholic Register, Nov. 19; BC Catholic Nov. 13 – Coverage of
League’s annual general meeting with guest speaker William
Gairdner

Today’s Family, Sept. 27 – League comments on appointment of
Correns to review BC curriculum
100 Huntley Street, Sept. 27 – Joanne McGarry discusses “Three
Parent” case.
Various dailies via Canadian Press, Sept. 27 – Joanne McGarry on
Pope’s comments about Canadian social policy
FM News 88.9, Maritimes, Sept. 28 – Joanne McGarry on “Three
Parent” case
Christian Post, Sept. 28 – Joanne McGarry on “Three Parent” case

Radio-Canada, Impact, Nov. 18, League Director Richard Bastien on
various initiatives

Catholic Online, Sept. 20 – Phil Horgan on “bubble zone” case
involving abortion clinic protests in BC.

Catholic Register, Nov. 12; BC Catholic Nov. 6 – Phil Horgan in
support of further study on the impact of same sex “marriage

National Post editorial Sept. 14, League’s view cited to substantiate
opinion that comments made in BC schools’ controversy were antiCatholic defamation.

BC Catholic, Nov. 6 – Phil Horgan comments on polls showing
Canadians support strengthened protection for religious freedom
Western Standard, Oct. 23 – League’s work in protest of BC
curriculum review for “gay friendliness” discussed
BC Catholic, Oct. 9 – League’s work on the BC curriculum review
discussed

Globe and Mail, other major dailies via Associated Press, Sept. 8-10,
Executive Director Joanne McGarry on Pope Benedict’s defense of
marriage and pro-life cause during address to Ontario’s bishops.
Catholic Insight, June edition, Richard Bastien feature article on the
Labaye ruling (re. “swingers’ clubs”) by the Supreme Court of
Canada; League Director Sandy MacDonald feature article on
Planned Parenthood program in Nova Scotia schools.

Catholic Register, Oct. 22 – Phil Horgan on the proposed Defense of
Religion Act.
Catholic Register, Oct. 8; BC Catholic Oct. 2 – Phil Horgan on
appointment of David Brown to Ontario Supreme Court
BC Catholic, Sept. 25; Register, Oct 8 – Phil Horgan on the “Bubble
Zone” case involving abortion clinic protests in BC
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http://ccrl.ca

New this quarter:
Poll results on children’s
rights in marriage debate.
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SOCIAL CHANGE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING ATTACKS ON FAMILY

In extending the League’s appreciation, Vice President Bill French invited
attendees to study the Declaration on Marriage, which Mr. Gairdner
helped create. It recalls the biological and social origins of marriage and
the needs of children that it uniquely serves.
Earlier in the meeting, League President Phil Horgan discussed some of the
court cases in which the League has been involved over the past year.
Some of these matters, such as the BC schools’ curriculum review for “gay
friendliness” and the rights of marriage commissioners in Manitoba and
Saskatchewan to decline to solemnize same sex ceremonies, relate directly
to the marriage question, while others involve the right to peaceful protest
near abortion clinics. A court date is pending in the case involving the right
of a union member to divert mandatory dues to the Church because of the
union’s active support of same sex “marriage.”
Mr. Horgan also discussed the federal election earlier in the year, in which
a change in Catholic voting patterns was observed. For the first time since
the pattern was studied, more than half of Catholic voters did not vote
Liberal. On the upcoming free vote in Parliament on revisiting the marriage
question, Mr. Horgan said the result is too close to call, and could hinge
on how many MPs are actually in attendance when the vote is taken.
League Executive Director Joanne McGarry discussed feedback received
throughout the year from various initiatives. She said the election
information brochures, co-produced with Defend Marriage partners, as
well as the downloadable pamphlets summarizing Church teachings on
Continued from p. 1

participation in public life, had been very popular, and distributed across
Canada. The website produced to counter the mis-information in the
blockbuster movie “Da Vinci Code” was very popular, and lead to
numerous national media interviews and hundreds of unique visits to the
site.
Ms. McGarry also discussed the League’s submission to the CRTC’s review
of broadcasting in Canada, which summarized League concerns that the
current process for dealing with complaints of defamation is inadequate.
The brief invited the commission to remove this responsibility from the
Canadian Broadcast Standards Council, a voluntary industry body, and
assume direct responsibility since it has the authority to make binding
decisions.
Treasurer John Sidle presented the financial report, stating that modest
increases in membership and a substantial increase in donations had
helped the League meet its 2005 commitments with a small reserve to
carry over to the current year. Future pressures on the League's financial
position are on the horizon, with a few court challenges anticipated and
the likelihood of further engagements on the political front, including the
possibility of a federal election in the coming year.
The slate of directors and officers was approved with no changes.
League members may request the complete annual report by postal mail,
or by e-mail in PDF format, whichever they prefer.

CCRL COMMENTS ON MARRIAGE VOTE IN PARLIAMENT

"Perhaps even more serious," noted Mr. Horgan, "is the marginalizing effect
the so-called 'gay rights agenda' has had on people and institutions who
disagree with it. Church representatives, including Bishop Henry of
Calgary, have been told to tone down their statements or risk losing their
charitable status. Individuals such as B.C. teacher Chris Kempling and
Saskatchewan's Hugh Owens have been penalized by human rights
tribunals and courts for publishing their views; Dr. Kempling also suffered
professional damage. We may not agree with every statement made in
opposition to same sex marriage, but the right to non-violent expression
should never have been in question. Even when it's no more than bad
manners on the surface, such as when Margaret Somerville was booed at
Ryerson’s convocation last spring, there's no question that powerful signals
are being sent that belittle ' the opposition'.
"The League will continue to express its support for traditional marriage in
our work with Parliament, courts and the media, and we will continue to
help those who find themselves penalized for the peaceful expression
views on marriage that were considered mainstream until only a decade
ago, and that continue to be the norm in most of the Western world."
The League issued a joint statement with its partners in the Defend
Marriage Coalition shortly after the vote, stating that all the organizations’

support for traditional Marriage will continue actively. “The battle's not
over, there will be an election soon and fortunately we live in a democratic
country where people can make this an issue. The goal is to elect men and
women who share our values,” League member Pat O’Brien, former
Liberal Member of Parliament and spokesman for Vote Marriage Canada,
said.
The League’s executive team thank all our members for their engagement
on the marriage issue over the past few years. It would be impossible to list
all the petitions, letters to the editor, private meetings with MPs, prayer
vigils and other initiatives that our community of supporters has led across
Canada. Your efforts have helped keep this issue on the radar screen of
legislators and editors, and provided powerful witness to those who don’t
agree with us on this issue. While we share your discouragement on the
vote result, it’s worth remembering that few things are ever truly closed in
the world of politics. This question could quite credibly arise again in the
legislative realm.
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